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DESIGN PLAN

The Design Plan presented below reflects the CUE suggested Plan but goes beyond that to specify how each outcome will be handled. All modules are based on this Design Plan.
Note: The principle of constructive alignment informs this Design Plan.


	Programme title
	
COMMON COURSE

	Course title
	PHL 111: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY AND CRITICAL THINKING

	Learning Module number
	#8

	Learning module title
	Philosophy, politics and leadership

	Module Developer
	Musi Philip N.

	Module duration in hours
	8 hours

	Instructional Hour Equivalent (Divide duration by 2)
	3 hours

	Reviewed by
	

	Vision
	The innovative university for inclusive prosperity

	Audience description
	Prepared for learners at the Open University of Kenya to pursue various degree courses. 

	Instructions to learners
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	Greetings and a warm welcome to this module that will assist you understand the relationship between Philosophy and Politics. You will be guided to learn about the influence of and place of philosophy in politics and political practice. 
You are expected to have an open mind and interest in critically and creatively thinking about and understanding the universe and what goes on therein. In addition, you will also be expected to read, understand (seek clarification where you have difficulty) and attend to all instructions and requirements of a learner, as stated in the module.
Kindly note that all individual and group activities will be assessed and will form part of the summative score at the end of the module.

	Learning module description
	This is the eighth of the introductory modules to Philosophy. In this module, you will be exposed to the Philosophical foundations of politics and leadership: Plato (politics of competence and wellbeing), Machiavelli (politics of expediency), Thomas Hobbes (foundation of modern political Organizations), John Locke (foundation of modern Democracy), and Ethics and Integrity

	Module objectives:

	This module will enable learning about
1. Philosophical foundations of politics and leadership in society
2. Selected political philosophy theorists
3. Ethics and integrity in leadership
4. Relevance of philosophy to politics and leadership.

	Module learning outcomes:


	By the end of this module, you are expected be able to:
1. Outline the philosophical foundations of politics and leadership in society
2. Discuss selected political philosophy theorists
3. Elaborate on ethics and integrity in leadership in society
4. Demonstrate the relevance of philosophy to politics and leadership.

	Planned Learning Resources
	1. Online resources
2. Videos
3. Written case examples

	Assessment 
	10% - contribution to the group discussion
10% - e-portfolio assignments
10% - Journal, Wiki & SCORMs
70% - Summative End of Course Assessment

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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	PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND LEADERSHIP
Philosophy has played a central role in shaping our understanding of politics throughout history. By examining fundamental concepts like justice, power, and the relationship between individuals and the state, philosophers have provided valuable insights into the nature of political systems and the challenges they face. Philosophy's contributions to politics can be summarized in several key areas:
Conceptual Analysis: Philosophy provides a rigorous framework for analyzing and clarifying political concepts, such as democracy, liberty, and equality. This helps us to better understand the meaning and implications of these concepts, leading to more informed political discourse and decision-making.
Normative Reasoning: Philosophy offers tools for evaluating political actions and institutions based on moral principles and ethical considerations. This allows us to assess whether political policies and systems are just, fair, and aligned with our values.
Critical Thinking: Philosophy fosters critical thinking skills, enabling us to question assumptions, challenge conventional wisdom, and examine political issues from multiple perspectives. This critical approach is essential for making informed judgments and engaging in meaningful political participation.
Historical Understanding: Philosophy provides a historical context for understanding the evolution of political thought and the development of different political systems. This knowledge helps us to appreciate the complexity of political debates and the interconnectedness of past, present, and future political ideas.
Visionary Thinking: Philosophy encourages imaginative and forward-thinking approaches to politics, envisioning alternative possibilities and exploring new models of governance. This visionary spirit can inspire progressive change and contribute to the pursuit of a more just and equitable society.
The study of politics and leadership has long been intertwined with philosophy, as thinkers have grappled with fundamental questions about the nature of power, the role of government, and the qualities of an ideal leader. Throughout history, various philosophical perspectives have emerged, each offering distinct insights into the ethical and practical dimensions of politics and leadership.
Plato: Politics of Competence and Wellbeing
In ancient Greece, Plato, a prominent philosopher, delved into the realm of political philosophy, proposing an ideal society led by philosopher-kings. Plato's vision of politics was centered on competence and wellbeing, emphasizing the importance of knowledge, virtue, and justice in governing a society. He believed that only those with a deep understanding of human nature and the principles of just governance should hold political power.
Machiavelli: Politics of Expediency
In contrast to Plato's idealistic approach, Niccolò Machiavelli, an Italian Renaissance writer, adopted a more pragmatic and realistic view of politics. His work, "The Prince," provides a stark analysis of power and the ruthless tactics sometimes employed by rulers to maintain their authority. Machiavelli's philosophy of expediency emphasizes the importance of achieving one's goals, regardless of ethical considerations, in the often-brutal world of politics.
Thomas Hobbes: Foundation of Modern Political Organizations
Thomas Hobbes, an English philosopher, laid the groundwork for modern political thought with his concept of the social contract. In his work, "Leviathan," Hobbes argued that individuals, in order to escape the chaos and violence of a state of nature, willingly surrender some of their freedoms to a sovereign power in exchange for security and order. This social contract theory provided a justification for the establishment of centralized political authority.
John Locke: Foundation of Modern Democracy
Building upon Hobbes's ideas, John Locke, an English philosopher, further developed the concept of the social contract, incorporating principles of natural rights and limited government. Locke believed that individuals possess inherent rights to life, liberty, and property, which cannot be arbitrarily taken away by a government. He advocated for a system of government based on consent, where the people have the right to overthrow a tyrannical regime that violates their natural rights.
Ethics and Integrity
At the heart of political philosophy lies the concept of ethics. Ethical considerations permeate every aspect of political life, from the formulation of laws and policies to the conduct of political leaders. Ethics provides a framework for evaluating the rightness or wrongness of political actions, ensuring that power is exercised responsibly and in the best interests of the governed.
These philosophical perspectives on politics and leadership offer valuable insights into the complexities of governance and the ethical dilemmas faced by political leaders. While each approach presents a unique lens through which to examine political power and the role of leaders, they all contribute to a deeper understanding of the intricate relationship between ethics, power, and the pursuit of a just and equitable society’
https://tinyurl.com/2zaxhfaj - click and open this link to detailed notes 

	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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	https://tinyurl.com/2366cwm2 
Gaus, J. (2014). Political philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians. Oxford University Press

Read these short papers on 1. Plato’s Political Philosophy by George Klosko 2. Machiavelli by Vickie B. Sullivan 3. Hobbes by S. A. Lloyd, and 4. Locke by Eric Mack. These articles give an into the political philosophies of these political philosophers. 
Make your own summary for the readings.


	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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	To recap your experience with the module, you’re requested to respond to the short questions below.
1. What are some of the key philosophical foundations of politics?
2. How does philosophy influence political discourse and decision-making?
3. What are some of the benefits of studying philosophy for political understanding?
4. What are some of the challenges of applying philosophical ideas to real-world politics?
Post your responses to the above questions in your wiki

	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	Read Case 1 below. 
In the group discussion on the LMS, identify the talking points form the case.
What are some of the challenges of implementing philosophical ideas in real-world political contexts? 

	CASE 1:
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	Case Study: The South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission
In 1994, South Africa transitioned from apartheid, a system of racial segregation and discrimination, to a democratic government. The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was established as a way to address the human rights abuses that occurred during apartheid. The TRC's mandate was to uncover the truth about apartheid, provide a forum for victims to share their stories, and promote reconciliation between the different racial groups in South Africa.
The TRC's work was based on the principles of restorative justice, which emphasizes healing and reconciliation rather than punishment. The TRC granted amnesty to perpetrators of apartheid who confessed their crimes and expressed remorse. This approach was controversial, but it was ultimately seen as necessary to achieve peace and reconciliation in South Africa. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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	Sandel, M. J. (2012). The Philosopher and the Politician: Two Ways of Thinking About Politics. Yale University Press 
(get the soft copy of the book for reference)

Read the above book chapters on Plato, Machiavelli, Hobbes and Locke, and make brief notes on the following in the LMS blog:
a) What’s the role of education in political practice?
b) Give examples of politics of expedience in your contemporary society
c) Suggest best political practice for your country.

	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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	Based on the reading material above, write a short essay, of about 500 words, on what you regard as the role of philosophy in politics. Post the essay to your e-portfolio for assessment.
 

	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	https://tinyurl.com/mr3xr7u8  Good Leadership  

Watch the above Youtube video on ‘Why good leaders make you feel safe’. Note down the crucial elements of good leadership that can be applied in your life and your immediate society. Post the response to this on your e-portfolio.

	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
	From the community in which we live, identify a situation that requires leadership and articulate how elements good leadership could be applied to it.  Post this activity on your LMS discussion forum for grading.

	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Assume you have an audience to address. Record a video of your speech to the audience about your understanding of the importance of philosophy to politics and leadership.  Personalize it by citing examples from your context. Upload the video on your E-Portfolio

	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
	https://www.ted.com/talks/how_restorative_justice_could_end_mass_incarceration  - Justice  

From the video above, state and explain how justice, specifically restorative justice, can be applied to solve a conflict in your society. Post your response to the journal on our LMS

	ACTIVITY 8
	Design a concept map of the relationship between philosophy, politics and leadership. Post the drawing to your e-portfolio

	QUIZZ: 
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	Answer the following questions in the assignment section of LMS.
1. Philosophy is an outdated field of study that has no relevance to modern politics and leadership. (False)
2. The South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission was an example of a successful application of restorative justice principles. (True)
3. Ethics and integrity are essential qualities for effective leadership. (True)
4. Philosophy can provide a framework for understanding and evaluating political systems. (True)
5. Political leaders should always prioritize expediency over ethical considerations. (False)
6. The concept of "society is man writ large" suggests that a society's characteristics reflect those of its individuals. (True)
7. Thomas Hobbes believed that humans are naturally cooperative and that government should be based on the consent of the governed. (False)
8. John Locke argued that individuals possess inherent rights, such as the right to life, liberty, and property. (True)
9. Plato's ideal society was one led by philosopher-kings who emphasized knowledge, virtue, and justice. (True)
10. The study of political philosophy can help us to develop a more informed and critical understanding of politics and our place in it. (True)

	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Briefly state your take home idea or content that you have learnt from this module. Post is on your e-portfolio. 

	Reference list
	Sandel, M. J. (2012). The Philosopher and the Politician: Two Ways of Thinking About Politics. Yale University Press 
Gaus, J. (2014). Political philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians. Oxford University Press
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