COURSE TITLE: PHL 111: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY AND CRITICAL THINKING

CREDIT HOURS (3HRS)

COURSE PURPOSE
To introduce learners to the basic concepts and relevance of philosophy and critical thinking.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The course intents to:
1. Introduce learners to basic concepts of philosophy and critical thinking;
2. Trace how human thought developed from earliest recorded time (Ancient period) to contemporary period;
3. Demonstrate the relevance of philosophy to leadership and inclusivity in the Africa; and
4. Illustrate how we can apply philosophical thoughts and attitudes in understanding and dealing with some contemporary challenges/issues.
EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of the course, learners are expected to:
a. Clarify and illustrate the meaning, nature and relevance of philosophy and critical thinking to society.
b. Illustrate and relate various philosophical thoughts in different eras.
c. Integrate the acquired knowledge in understanding and addressing leadership and 	inclusivity issues in Africa
d. Constructing philosophical thoughts on how to understand and address contemporary challenges/issues in Africa.

COURSE CONTENT
This course explores the general and specific understanding of Philosophy, its nature, content and relevance to our lives and studies. It also explores the journey human thought has taken from the Ancient period (7th Century B.C.E. to 5th Century C.E.) to our contemporary times. 
It will also introduce us to the skills, relevance and attitudes of critical thinking to society. Further, we will explore the debate on the nature and relevance of African philosophy. 
Finally, the course will relate philosophy (critical thinking) to politics, leadership, Environment and other contemporary issues in human existence.

COURSE OUTLINE
Introduction philosophy: nature and relevance
Branches of Philosophy: Metaphysics, Epistemology, Logic and Axiology.
Historical epochs of Human Thought (Philosophy): Ancient, Medieval, Modern and Contemporary epochs: Characteristics, main schools of thought and their relevance to creative thought
Philosophical methods: Socratic, Dialectical, Cartesian and Phenomenological methods
African Philosophy: - Nature and relevance (debate on African Philosophy)
· Trends in African philosophy
· Relevance to leadership in Africa
Critical Thinking (CT): -  Definition, nature and relevance
· Skill and Attitudes of Critical Thinking
· Impediments to critical thinking: 
Critical Thinking in Public Discourse – fallacies 
Philosophy on politics and leadership:
· Ethics and Integrity
· Plato (politics of competence and wellbeing)
· Machiavelli (politics of expediency)
· Thomas Hobbes (foundation of modern political Organizations)
· John Locke (foundation of modern Democracy)
Philosophy and Contemporary human challenges in Africa: 
· Environment
· Religion
· Media
· Health


INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
The course will be covered through an online interaction which will require Students to research on assigned areas/topics and make presentations of the same. Online group discussions and interactions strategies will be used. These will be guided by the course instructor. The delivery channels will be:
1. Synchronous (Zoom, and/or Google Meet); 
2. Asynchronous (Discussion Fora, journals and blogs); 
3. PowerPoint, Google Drive, Learning Management System

LEARNING MATERIALS
Online meeting and learning platforms; course module, recommended readings, case studies 

ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES
Students will be continuously assessed based on the various tasks they will be assigned during coursework.
The Course will be evaluated and monitored through:
1. Log-in log-out monitor
2. Activity log monitoring
3. Contributions to topics of discussion
4. Continuous assessment tests/quizzes
5. End-of-module assessment
6. External assessors
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