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	Audience description
	
The audience for Marxian Economics for beginners is typically learners who are just starting to study economics and social sciences. These learners may not have a strong background in economic theory, but they are interested in understanding how economic systems work and how they relate to broader social, political, and historical factors.

They may have a basic understanding of key economic concepts such as supply and demand, but are not yet familiar with the more complex theories and models used in advanced economic analysis. Therefore, they may require a more simplified and accessible explanation of key concepts, including class struggle, historical materialism, and the labor theory of value.

The audience for Marxian Economics for beginners is likely to be intellectually curious and open-minded, but may not yet have developed the critical thinking and analytical skills needed to fully engage with the more complex aspects of Marxist economic theory. Therefore, they will need clear and concise explanations, as well as plenty of examples and real-world applications, to help them understand how Marxian Economics relates to their own lives and the world around them.



	Instructions to learners
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Take the time to read and understand the key concepts of Marxian Economics, including historical materialism, the labor theory of value, and the idea of class struggle. These concepts form the basis of Marxist economic theory and are essential to understanding its broader implications.
Consider the historical and social context in which Marxist economic theory emerged. Understanding the economic and political conditions of the time can help to shed light on the motivations behind Marx's ideas and their relevance to contemporary society.

Practice applying Marxist economic theory to real-world economic issues, such as income inequality, globalization, or the impact of technological change on labor markets. This will help you develop your critical thinking and analytical skills, and deepen your understanding of how Marxist economic theory can be used to explain and address contemporary economic problems.

Engage with the ideas and arguments of other scholars and economists who have critiqued or expanded upon Marxist economic theory. This will help you to develop a more nuanced and well-rounded understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches to economic theory.

Consider the ethical and political implications of Marxist economic theory, and think about how it can be used to promote greater social and economic justice. By exploring the practical implications of Marxist economic theory, you can gain a deeper appreciation for its broader implications and its potential for creating a more just and equitable society.



	Learning module description
	
This module provides an introductory course to Marxian Economics for learners. The course will cover the fundamentals of Marxist theory, including historical materialism, class struggle, and the labor theory of value. Learners will also learn about the key figures of Marxian Economics and their contributions to economic thought. The course will include a combination of lectures, readings, and interactive discussions to provide learners with a comprehensive understanding of Marxist theory.


	Module objectives:

	
This module enables learning about;
1. Key concepts of class struggle and historical materialism, as well as the main figures of Karl Marx's theories.
2. Karl Marx economics concepts such as labor theory of value and surplus value.
3.Marxist economic theory and income inequality in contemporary society
4.class struggle in Marxist economic theory 


	Module learning outcomes:


	



By the end of the module you should be able to;

1. Define key concepts of class struggle and historical materialism, as well as the main figures of classical economics and Karl Marx's theories.
2. Explain the figures of Karl Marx economics by applying their knowledge of concepts such as labor theory of value and surplus value.
3. Apply Marxist economic theory to analyze the causes and consequences of income inequality in contemporary society, requiring the use of analysis and synthesis to develop a well-supported argument.
4. Evaluate the role of class struggle in Marxist economic theory and its impact on economic and social relations.



	Planned Learning Resources
	Video lectures, online textbooks, interactive simulations, online discussion forums, practice questions, quizzes and tests, wikis, webinars, YouTube videos

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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Topic content is fully presented here. The lecture will deal with factual knowledge, expounding on threshold concepts, if any.

A video should be provided to support the lecture content.

	
Welcome to the introductory lecture on Marxian economic!

Marxian economics is a school of economic thought that is based on the ideas of Karl Marx, a German philosopher, economist, and sociologist who lived in the 19th century. The development of Marxian economics was influenced by the historical and socio-political context of the time, including the rise of industrial capitalism, the class struggle between the working class and the capitalist class, and the labor movement that sought to improve working conditions and wages.

Marxian economics views capitalism as an inherently flawed system that leads to inequality, exploitation, and crises.

Marxian economics advocates for a socialist system in which the means of production are owned and controlled by the workers themselves, rather than by a capitalist class. The school argues that under capitalism, the capitalist class exploits the working class by extracting surplus value from their labor, which leads to inequality and social conflict.

Marxian economics advocates for a radical transformation of the economic system towards a socialist mode of production, where the workers own and control the means of production, and the economy is organized around meeting the needs of all members of society, rather than maximizing profits for a small capitalist elite.





key concepts of Marxian economics

labor theory of value
Argues that the value of a good or service is based on the amount of labor that is required to produce it.

surplus value
Refers to the difference between the value of the goods and services produced by workers and the wages paid to them. Marxian economics sees this as a form of exploitation, where the capitalist class profits from the surplus value created by workers.

Class struggle
Class struggle refers to the conflict between different social classes in a society that arises due to the unequal distribution of wealth and resources. It is a central concept in Marxist theory and is seen as the driving force behind historical change.

Marx argued that capitalist societies were characterized by a fundamental conflict between the working class and the capitalist class, and that this conflict was inherent in the capitalist system. The tendency of the rate of profit to fall is another key concept of Marxian economics, which refers to the idea that as capitalists invest more in technology and machinery, the amount of profit generated by each unit of capital invested decreases over time.

Overall, Marxian economics provides a critical perspective on the capitalist system and offers an alternative vision for a more equitable and just economic system.
Main figures in Marxian economics and their contributions:

Karl Marx
Marx was the founder of Marxian economics.
He developed the labor theory of value, which states that the value of a product is determined by the amount of labor that has gone into producing it.
He also developed the concept of surplus value, which is the value produced by workers that is not returned to them in the form of wages. 
Marx believed that capitalism was inherently unstable and would eventually lead to its own downfall.
Friedrich Engels
Engels was a collaborator and friend of Marx. He co-wrote The Communist Manifesto with Marx and contributed to the development of Marxian economic theory. Engels' work focused on the role of class struggle in history and the development of capitalism.


	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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Learners engage in self-directed learning of an article, a book chapter or whatever other material assigned.

	
Reading Materials on key concepts main figures of Marxian Economic

1.Harvey, D. (2010). A companion to Marx's Capital. Verso Books.
Pages 1-43 cover the key concepts of Marxian economics and historical materialism.

2.Meek, R. L. (2016). Economics and ideology and other essays: Studies in the development of economic thought. Routledge.
Pages 1-38 cover the main figures of classical economics, including Adam Smith, David Ricardo, and Thomas Malthus.

3.Ollman, B. (2018). Alienation: Marx's conception of man in capitalist society. Cambridge University Press.
Pages 1-44 cover the concept of alienation and its role in Marxist economic theory.

4.Roberts, M. (2018). Marx's theory of money: Modern appraisals. Routledge.
Pages 1-27 cover the labor theory of value and its role in Marx's theory of money.


	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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QUIZ
1. According to Marx's theory of historical materialism, what is the primary driver of social change?
a. Ideological beliefs
b. Political leaders 
c. Economic forces 
d. Religious institutions

2. Which classical economist is known for his theory of comparative advantage?
a. Adam Smith 
b. David Ricardo 
c. Thomas Malthus
d. Karl Marx

3. What is the concept of alienation in Marxist economic theory?
a. The separation of workers from the products of their labor
 b. The separation of workers from each other in the workplace 
c. The separation of workers from their own human nature 
d. The separation of workers from the capitalist class

4. According to Marx's labor theory of value, what determines the value of a good or service?
a. The amount of labor that goes into producing it 
b. The amount of resources used in producing it 
c. The level of demand for it in the market 
d. The subjective preferences of consumers



Solutions
1. c
2. b
3 c.
4. a

Using material 3 and 4  answer the following questions

1What is the labor theory of value in Marxist economic theory?
2. Who is a key figure in classical economics?
3. What is the concept of alienation in Marxist economic theory?
4.What is the role of class struggle in Marxist economic theory?
5. How does Marxist economic theory explain income inequality?


Answers/Rubric
1. The belief that the value of a good or service is determined by the amount of labor required to produce it.
2. Adam Smith.
3. The idea that workers are separated from the product of their labor and from their true selves under capitalism.
4. To drive historical change and bring about a classless society.
5. Through the concept of class struggle and the exploitation of the working class by the ruling class.



	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	Learner is required to use factual knowledge acquired to answer question “Why”?
The Case Method, (E-Case or written case) role play or any other visual aid to be used. An E-Case of a situation for the learner to solve possible problems using facts acquired.
Learners will engage in online discussion either live or on forum to answer ‘Why’ questions.




	CASE 1:
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Describe case here.

This is a 2 min video on farmers blaming  senior government officers over rising land invasion by NTV Kenya 

https://encrypted-vtbn0.gstatic.com/video?q=tbn:ANd9GcSHqGVg-PF2tH00j0kisUue70PEBA5XFdUxBQ


Quiz
From the Marxian perspective explain how the problem can be solved amicably

From a Marxian perspective, land invasions could be seen as a result of the concentration of power and wealth in the hands of a few elites, who use their influence to control land and resources for their own benefit.

In the context of Kenya, it is not uncommon for senior government officials and other elites to control large tracts of land, often acquired through dubious means, while many small-scale farmers and landless people struggle to access land. This unequal distribution of land and resources can lead to conflicts and tensions between different groups, with some resorting to land invasions as a means of asserting their rights and access to resources.

Marxian economics would argue that addressing the problem of land invasions requires fundamental structural changes to the economy and society, including land redistribution and land reform, the strengthening of democratic institutions and the rule of law, and the promotion of social justice and equality. This would require challenging the power and influence of the elites who control land and resources and promoting policies that prioritize the needs and interests of ordinary people, including small-scale farmers and landless individuals.




	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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Material to reinforce the Learning Outcome 2

1.Harvey, D. (2017). Marx, Capital, and the Madness of Economic Reason. In G. Baccaro, L. Christiano, & C. Pontusson (Eds.), 2.Democracy and Redistribution (pp. 187-209). Cambridge University Press.

Learner writes blog. Others respond

	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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Use chats, discussion forum, question/answer, message my teacher to engage others.


	
Activities based on reading Material 5.  

1.What is the focus of the reading by David Harvey? 
a. The Communist Manifesto 
b. Capitalism and Freedom
 c. Das Kapital 
d. The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money

2.According to Harvey, what is the "madness of economic reason"? 
a. The irrationality of Marxist economics 
b. The irrationality of neoclassical economics 
c. The irrationality of Keynesian economics 
d. The irrationality of capitalist production

3.What is the main argument of the reading? 
a. Marx's analysis of capitalism is too utopian to be taken seriously 
b. Marx's analysis of capitalism is too radical to be implemented in practice 
c. Marx's analysis of capitalism remains relevant and insightful 
d. Marx's analysis of capitalism is flawed and outdated

4.According to Harvey, what is the key contradiction of capitalism?
 a. The contradiction between democracy and authoritarianism 
b. The contradiction between production and consumption 
c. The contradiction between individual and collective interests 
d. The contradiction between labor and capital

5.What does Harvey argue is the role of the state in capitalist society? a. To promote social justice and equality
 b. To defend the interests of the capitalist class 
c. To regulate the economy and protect workers 
d. To mediate conflicts between different social groups

6.What does Harvey argue is the solution to the problems of capitalism?
 a. The development of a new economic system based on technology and automation 
b. The establishment of a socialist planned economy
 c. The reform of capitalism through government intervention and regulation 
d. The abolition of private property

7.Which book by Marx is the focus of the reading?
[bookmark: _GoBack] a. The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 
b. The German Ideology 
c. The Communist Manifesto 
d. Das Kapital

Solutions
1. c. Das Kapital
2. b. The irrationality of neoclassical economics
3. c. Marx's analysis of capitalism remains relevant and insightful
4. d. The contradiction between labor and capital
5. b. To defend the interests of the capitalist class
6. b. The establishment of a socialist planned economy
7. d. Das Kapital


Short Quiz
1. What is the labor theory of value according to Karl Marx?
2. What is surplus value according to Karl Marx?
3. How does Marx's theory of surplus value relate to his theory of class struggle?

Answers/Rubrics
1.The labor theory of value is the idea that the value of a commodity is determined by the amount of labor that went into producing it. Marx believed that the value of a commodity was based on the amount of socially necessary labor time required to produce it.

2.Surplus value is the value created by workers in excess of their own wages. Marx believed that capitalists exploited workers by paying them less than the value they produced and then keeping the difference as profit. This profit, or surplus value, is what allows capitalists to accumulate wealth and power.

3.Marx believed that the conflict between capitalists and workers over the distribution of surplus value was the basis of class struggle. Capitalists seek to maximize their profits by paying workers as little as possible, while workers seek to increase their wages and improve their working conditions. This conflict can only be resolved through the collective action of workers, who must organize and fight for their rights against the power of the capitalists.

Show how participation will be assessed.

 

	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	Show video which displays practical use of knowledge acquired.

The link below explains Marxism on our contemporary societies:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eU-AkeOyiOQ


	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
Learner practices the learnt skills. Learner to be given task to demonstrate mastery of the skill.

	Learner practices the learnt skills. Learner to be given task to demonstrate mastery of the skill

Task
"Evaluate how does Marxist economic theory explain the causes and consequences of income inequality in modern capitalist societies?"

Solution/Rubrics

Marxist economic theory argues that the fundamental cause of income inequality in capitalist societies is the unequal distribution of power and ownership over the means of production. According to Marx, the bourgeoisie, or capitalist class, owns and controls the means of production, while the proletariat, or working class, must sell their labor power to the capitalists in order to survive. This creates a class struggle, in which the capitalists exploit the labor of the workers in order to maximize profits.

One key way that this exploitation manifests itself is through the payment of wages. Marx argued that the value of a worker's labor is greater than the wages they receive, since the capitalists keep the surplus value generated by the workers' labor as profit. As a result, the workers are not compensated fairly for the value of their labor, which leads to income inequality between the workers and the capitalists.
Another way that income inequality is perpetuated under capitalism is through the accumulation of wealth and power by the capitalists. Marx argued that the accumulation of capital is the primary goal of capitalist production, and that this accumulation leads to the concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a few. As the capitalists accumulate more wealth, they are able to use this wealth to further their own interests and to maintain their position of power within society.

Marxist economic theory also argues that income inequality under capitalism leads to a number of negative consequences for society as a whole. For example, income inequality can lead to increased social and political instability, as the working class becomes increasingly marginalized and disenfranchised. It can also lead to a decline in social cohesion and trust, as people become more focused on their own individual interests and less concerned with the needs of the wider community.

In conclusion, Marxist economic theory provides a powerful framework for understanding the causes and consequences of income inequality in modern capitalist societies. By examining the ways in which power and ownership are distributed within society, we can begin to develop strategies for addressing income inequality and building a more equitable and just society.



	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Learner records practiced skill and uploads video on E-Portfolio
OR
Learner engages in original creative /design activity to demonstrate practical application of knowledge. 
Assessment of tasks described.


	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
Provide reading material which emphasizes reinforcement of topic learnt. How to communicate or share acquired knowledge

	

Reading materials

1.Bullock, T., & Stallybrass, P. (1977). The Marxian paradigm and the transformation problem: A critique of recent research. Cambridge Journal of Economics, 1(2), 95-118.
2.Roemer, J. E. (1982). A general theory of exploitation and class. Harvard University Press.
3.Harvey, D. (1990). The condition of postmodernity: An enquiry into the origins of cultural change. Wiley-Blackwell.
4.Bryer, R. A. (1999). Marxism, accounting, and the environmental crisis. Accounting, Auditing & Accountability Journal, 12(4), 472-500.




	ACTIVITY 8
	Learner to engage in communication, collaboration, problem solving, research, leadership activities. Examples, preparation of a poster to communicate new knowledge acquired, written essay, debate, audio recording …etc.

	QUIZZ: 
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Short questions to put knowledge to the test.
Make it game like
Challenge learners 
Questions of MCQ, T/F, short answer questions etc
	
T/F Questions to put knowledge to the test

1.  According to Marxist economic theory, the root cause of social and economic inequality in capitalist societies is the unequal distribution of power and ownership over the means of production.
2. Marx believed that the value of a worker's labor is equal to the wages they receive from their employer.
3. One of the negative consequences of income inequality under capitalism is increased social cohesion and trust.
4. Marx argued that the accumulation of capital is the primary goal of capitalist production.
5. According to Marxist theory, the working class must sell their labor to the capitalists in order to survive.
6. In Marxist theory, the state is an instrument of the ruling class that is used to maintain their position of power.
7. Marx believed that capitalism would eventually collapse under the weight of its own contradictions and be replaced by a socialist society.
8. One of the goals of socialist economic theory is to eliminate the exploitation of workers by capitalists.
9. Marx believed that the development of technology would eventually eliminate the need for human labor.
10. According to Marxist theory, the capitalist class and the working class have fundamentally different interests and are locked in a class struggle.
Answers:
1. True
2. False
3. False
4. True
5. True
6. True
7. True
8. True
9. True
10. True



	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Learner to state the take home message from their learning experience.

	Reference list
	
Reference list
1. Foster, J. B., & McChesney, R. W. (Eds.). (2012). The enduring relevance of Karl Marx. Monthly Review Press.
2. Wolf, E. R. (2014). Understanding marxism. Routledge.
3. Ollman, B. (2018). Alienation: Marx's conception of man in capitalist society. Cambridge University Press.
4. Harvey, D. (2014). Seventeen contradictions and the end of capitalism. Oxford University Press.
5. Fine, B. (2018). Marx's capital. Routledge.
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