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	Programme title
	
COMMON COURSE

	Course title
	PHL 111: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY AND CRITICAL THINKING

	Learning Module number
	#1

	Learning module title
	Definition, Nature and Relevance of Philosophy

	Module Developer
	Musi Philip N.

	Module duration in hours
	8 hours

	Instructional Hour Equivalent (Divide duration by 2)
	3 hours

	Reviewed by
	

	Vision
	The innovative university for inclusive prosperity

	Audience description
	Prepared for learners who have joined the Open University of Kenya to pursue various degree courses. These are candidates being prepared for leadership roles in various sectors of the global community. Thus the program is for holistically nurturing thinkers, doers and leaders for the globe at large.

	Instructions to learners
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	Hello and welcome to this module that will cover the Definition, Nature and Relevance of Philosophy. It is a beginners’ level module for learners pursuing various courses at institutions of higher learning. 
It is important to note at this early stage that Introduction to Philosophy is an essential module, not only for students of higher education, but also for life skills in general. It is important too for those who want to enhance their different areas of specialization and professional development
You are expected to have an open mind and interest in critically and creatively thinking about and understanding the universe and what goes on therein. In addition, you will also be expected to read, understand (seek clarification where you have difficulty) and attend to all instructions and requirements of a learner, as stated in the module.
Kindly note that all individual and group activities will be assessed and will form part of the summative score at the end of the module.

	Learning module description
	This is an introductory module to Philosophy. In this module, you will be exposed to the general and specific definitions of Philosophy, its nature and relevance to our lives and studies. You will be exposed to the etymological, lexical and technical definition of philosophy as a term and a field of study. The two levels, characteristics and relevance of philosophy as a discipline.

	Module objectives:

	The module intents to cover:
1. The definition and nature of philosophy;
2. Main characteristics of philosophy and philosophical disposition;
3. Relevance of philosophy to the learner and society at large; and
4. Apply philosophical thoughts and attitudes in understanding and dealing with some contemporary challenges/issues

	Module learning outcomes:


	By the end of this module, you are expected be able to:
1. Clarify the meaning and nature of Philosophy.
2. Illustrate various characteristics of philosophy and philosophical disposition.
3. Demonstrate the relevance of knowledge of philosophy in understanding and addressing leadership and inclusivity issues in Africa
4. Constructing philosophical thoughts on how to understand and address contemporary challenges/issues

	Planned Learning Resources
	1. Online resources
2. Videos
3. Written case examples

	Assessment 
	10% - contribution to the group discussion
10% - e-portfolio assignments
10% - Journal, Wiki & SCORMs
70% - Summative End of Course Assessment

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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	NATURE OF PHILOSOPHY
DEFINITION: The term Philosophy comes from two Greek words philos – love, and sophia – wisdom, and therefore, etymologically philosophy means the ‘love of wisdom’. Naturally, love involves desire for, pursuit of and sometimes identifying oneself with that which they love. Therefore, philosophy could be said to be the constant pursuit of and desire for wisdom. Wisdom relates to that which is true, and truth is that which is real, factual or the case as it is. Therefore, Philosophy may be said to be the constant and systematic pursuit of, desire for or identifying with truth or what is real. It’s hence the pursuit of knowledge in its true sense including its correct application in various aspects of life.
In this case then, Philosophy is thus said to be the ‘mother’ of all knowledge disciplines. Philosophy encompasses any body of knowledge. Up to as late as the beginnings of the 19th C., most academic disciplines were studied under or as philosophy. Little wonder that we’ve philosophy of all disciplines: philosophy of science, history, sociology, mathematics, music, medicine, psychology, religion, education, art … Ever wondered why the highest form of academic achievement is Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)? This points to the centrality of philosophy to the academia and other human endeavors. 
Philosophy is indispensible as a tool for understanding other disciplines. Many
important questions about a discipline, such as the nature of its concepts and its relation to other 
disciplines, do not belong to that discipline, are not usually pursued in it, and are philosophical in 
nature
Philosophy is indispensible as a tool for understanding other disciplines. Many
important questions about a discipline, such as the nature of its concepts and its relation to other 
disciplines, do not belong to that discipline, are not usually pursued in it, and are philosophical in 
nature
Philosophy is indispensible as a tool for understanding other disciplines. Many
important questions about a discipline, such as the nature of its concepts and its relation to other 
disciplines, do not belong to that discipline, are not usually pursued in it, and are philosophical in 
nature
Philosophy is an indispensable tool for understanding other disciplines. Important questions about a discipline, like the nature of concepts and relation to other disciplines, do not belong to that discipline, are not usually pursued in it, and are philosophical in nature. Philosophy’s techniques and methods apply to problems in any field of human endeavor.
Wonder: Curiosity about things/reality. Philosophy begins with wonder about reality. Asking questions about things and seeking or attempting to answer them is philosophizing. To this end, any thinking human being can be said to be a philosopher because the mind is naturally curious, especially about new encounters. That is the first order philosophy as will be defined shortly. However, Philosophy is also an academic discipline, a science, a body of systematic knowledge and skills. This level of philosophy is the second order philosophy.
As I indicated above, there are two levels at which philosophy can be considered: First level/order philosophy and Second level/order philosophy. First order philosophy is sometimes referred to as ordinary level philosophy, where people who depict habits of wisdom, or our preferred lines of thought, or a people’s world view could be referred to as philosophy. A philosopher, in this case, will be that person who depicts clear, deep, consistent and coherent thoughts and activities thereof.
Second order philosophy is also referred to as academic philosophy. It’s the critical and systematic inquiry into things or reality. It is what is referred to as academic philosophy. This is what we will be addressing ourselves to in this and subsequent modules. 
There have been questions as to whether philosophy is a science, an art or both. Philosophy, to the extent that it is a systematic knowledge venture, based on truth claims, is a science. To the extent that it equips one with the skills necessary to deal with and address various issues and realities, then philosophy is an art. Hence, philosophy, as a discipline, is both an art and a science, thus being both practical and speculative.
Philosophy is both a practical and speculative discipline. It equips its learners with not only knowledge about reality, but also the necessary attitude and skills to deal with reality and live as an authentic human person. To do this, it is divided into various branches of study. 
Academic philosophy is divided into four main branches: 
· Metaphysics – Also referred to as first philosophy. It’s the study of reality as a whole, including that which is beyond perception
· Logic – the science, art and skill of correct reasoning
· Epistemology – the study of what knowledge is and how we acquire it
· Axiology – the study of human values. The values can either be perceptive (aesthetics), behavioural (ethics) or socio-political.

PHILOSOPHY AND OTHER DISCIPLINES: as an academic discipline, philosophy has many, deep and unrivaled relationship with the subject matter of other disciplines. It’s the mother of all disciplines. Philosophy provides the fundamental principles that underpin various disciplines and continues to play often indispensable roles in various academic and practical fields of human endeavor. Let’s look at a few of them to exemplify this claim:
Philosophy and the empirical sciences: the empirical sciences are physics, biology and chemistry and all related sciences.  Here philosophy clarifies the quest for scientific knowledge and the result thereof. It does this by examining the logic of scientific evidence, nature of scientific laws, explanations and theories, and possible connection among the various branches of science. 

Philosophy and Mathematics: there’s evidence of a good number of leading philosophers being mathematicians too, from ancient to present times: Pythagoras, Aristotle, Desartes, B. Spinoza, Leibnitz, G. Frege, B. Russel, among others.  Logic is very important to mathematics. Bothe have a high degree of certainty and rigor in their methodology. Mathematics is said to have originated from logic and vice versa. The concept of axiom is in both mathematics and philosophy. 

Philosophy and computer: philosophy, specifically logic, is very crucial to computer science and computer engineering. Propositional logic is the logic of certain simple types of switching circuits in computer science. Programming language follows basic principles of logical flow/sequencing. The recursion functions in computer is similar to that in philosophy (logic).

Philosophy and Religion: though different, philosophy and religion have a very interesting relationship. Both deal with ultimate questions (origin, existence, destiny, definition?) of reality, but from different viewpoints. Philosophy addresses ultimate questions about reality from a rational perspective, while religion depends on revelation and tradition (faith).  However, religion relies heavily on philosophy for methodology to be able to ground its teachings. Philosophy of religion deals with concept of God, relationship between faith and reason, nature of religious language, morality and the problem of evil in the world. The history of the relationship between these two disciplines is a long and mixed affair.

Philosophy and Social Sciences: all disciplines in social sciences have their root in philosophy. They include political sciences, languages, anthropology, sociology among others. Philosophy focuses on the meaning of ideas and their basis. These are what build the body of knowledge for the social sciences. 

Philosophy and Law: philosophy is very valuable to law. It helps in clarity and precision of thought, and firmness in argumentation. It also helps in detection of bad arguments, notice the difference between truth and validity and logical presentation of facts. These are invaluable techniques for the lawyer and jurisprudence in general.

Philosophy and psychology: psychology has been greatly influenced by philosophy. Philosophy is mostly employed by psychology as a tool of various models using mathematical ideas, automata ideas or information theory. The laws of thought as taught in philosophy serve as conceptual frameworks for psychological theorizing.

Philosophy and Education: Philosophy relates to education closely. The aim of philosophy and education is one: to impart knowledge through an acceptable manner to the people. Philosophy and its methods is critical to knowledge acquisition and teaching of the same. Philosophy defines the content, goals, challenges and outcomes of education in any society. The logic and consistency of any claim in education is subjected to theories, statements and judgement of philosophy. Philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Dewey, Freire etc have contributed heavily to the theory and practice of education globally. 

Philosophy and Arts: Aesthetics, a branch of philosophy, addresses itself to the nature of art, beauty, enjoyment and taste among other perceptive experiences. The appreciation and judgement of art is based on philosophical paradigms. 

Philosophy and Linguistics: linguistic grammatical problems are closely related to logicians’ concepts and theories. Linguistics and natural logic are almost identical. Language and language development relies heavily on principles of logic and epistemology. Philosophy of Language, a 20th century school of thought, is an exemplar of the relationship between the two disciplines.

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF PHILOSOPHY:
The list of characteristics of philosophy could vary from one scholar to another. However, the ones that run across all of them include, but not limited to, the following:
1. Curiosity/questioning – desire to learn and know more. Feigning ignorance in order to allow for learning.
2. Universality – it’s trans-border: applicable across board (geographical, racial, generational, ideological…)
3. Objectivity – not limited by particularity
4. Certainty – always seeking truth and certitude
5. Accuracy – seeking to be clear on detail
6. Comprehensive – seeking to include all or most of the detail as much as possible. 
7. Analytical – to seek understanding by evaluating every detail 
8. Systematic – methodological and orderly in its endeavors
9. Critical knowledge – not taking any knowledge claim superficially of for granted.
10. Depth – complete and truthful definitions of things
11. Problem solving – seeking to address issues holistically and in depth
12. Contemplative – deep thought process before making up mind on anything. 

RELEVANCE OF PHILOSOPHY 
From the discussion of philosophy and other disciplines above, it’s clear now that philosophy has undoubted relevance in almost all fields of knowledge and human issues. Let us highlight here the general relevancies of philosophy to you and society in general:
1. Philosophy helps systematize and order human thought and action processes. By extension, it helps to bring order to society and put in place systems that inform social action. 
2. Philosophy is crucial in underpinning the theoretical claims of other disciplines. All academic disciplines derive their rationale from a philosophical process.
3. Philosophy helps learners to ask critical and relevant question in their quest to acquire knowledge. It breeds a critical attitude that does not any claims for granted.
4. Philosophy inculcates a critical thinking attitudes in the learners. This helps them to always be attentive to detail and while focusing on the main issues at hand. 
5. Problem solving is one of the aims and characteristics of philosophy. This helps humanity and society to be realistic and pragmatic in their approach to matters.
6. Philosophy helps in developing a broad outlook and comprehensive world-view. It expands the horizons of human thought and ability to relate ideas. 
You can as well discuss any other perceived relevancies of philosophy to you or to society in general. 

A video should be provided to support the lecture content.



	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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	Kaye, S. (2021). The Philosophy Book for Beginners: A Brief Introduction to Great Thinkers and Big Ideas. https://philpapers.org/rec/KAYTPB 
Read chapter one of the above book for knowledge on the nature and relevance of philosophy. 

Watch these short YouTube videos on the definition and nature of philosophy to supplement the above reading. These videos give an introduction to, and origin of philosophy and its branches.
https://youtu.be/1A_CAkYt3GY – this video covers the definition, nature, relevance and branches of philosophy. 
https://youtu.be/aR-QETBbnB0  - the link leads you to video that has a deeper understanding of philosophy and its branches.

	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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	To recap your experience with the module, you’re requested to respond to the short questions below.
1. What’s philosophy? 
2. Name the main branches of philosophy
3. Enumerate the main features of Philosophy?
4. Outline any five relevancies of philosophy.
Post your responses to the above questions in your wiki

	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	Read Case 1 below. 
In the group discussion on the LMS, identify the talking points form the case.
If you were the local administrator called in, what action would you take and why? Make you short responses to this activity on the discussion forum. Engage each other’s responses. 

	CASE 1:
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	CASE 1
Mrs. R is a widow who’s left with 5 children, the first being 16 years old and the last one just 3 years old. She’s left on a 1/4-acre piece of land that her husband had just bought before he died in a fatal accident. The late husband provided for every of the family needs, adequately. After his demise, his wife R had to shoulder all the family responsibilities. 
R would go around her neighborhood looking for informal menial jobs to fend for her family. Sometimes she wasn’t lucky in finding something to do to earn to sustain the family. 
On this occasion, the harvest that she had made on her small piece of land was depleted. For five days she had not got any menial job to do. They were literary starving and staring at fatality from the starvation, especially for the 3-year-old baby.
One of her neighbors, an employee of the local county government used to give her some jobs to do. She thought that she could go to him and negotiate for a way out of her predicament. When she asked whether there’s any work that she could do, R was told that there’s none currently. She requested if the neighbor could lend her some little money then come to work later and pay up. The neighbor didn’t buy into the idea. R went back home dejected, hopeless, and pained that she could not even afford to feed her children.
On her way out, she passed through the neighbor’s maize plantation. She had assisted in weeding the same farm, and so she knew it’s a shortcut to her house. A thought crossed her mind, to pick a few cobs of maize to go and boil for her children. She couldn’t stand the feeling of getting home to face her hungry children without a solution. 
No sooner had she picked about 10 cobs of green maize, than the owner of the shamba, her neighbor, came in shouting, thief! Thief! Thief! This attracted other neighbors and passersby. Soon there’s a small crown the maize, with R still holding the cobs in her hands. Speechless. Dazed. Helpless. Guilty as charged. 
The local administration was called in, to address the situation.

	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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	Nweke Charles C., Vera A. Uyanwune (2020). Relevance of Philosophy to Any Discipline
https://www.rsisinternational.org/journals/ijriss/Digital-Library/volume-4-issue-8/784-788.pdf

Hansson, S. O. (2008). Philosophy and other disciplines. Metaphilosophy. 39 (4‐5), 472-483 https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-9973.2008.00567.x

Read the above articles and make brief notes on the following in the LMS blog:
a) What’s the role of philosophy in other discipline?
b) Is philosophy a science or and art? Justify your response.
c) What role does philosophy play in: a) your life, b) society.

	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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	Based on the two articles above, write a short essay, of about 500 words, on what you regard as the role of philosophy in your area of study. Post the essay to your e-portfolio for assessment.
 

	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	https://youtu.be/XuwYvFlNGns - Practical use of philosophy.

Watch the above Youtube video from TED Talks on the practical application of philosophy in the speaker’s life. Note down the philosophical aspects that the speaker applied in his life to get through his situation. Post the response to this on your e-portfolio.

	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
	Think of a difficult or challenging situation you have found yourself in. most of the time such situations put you in a dilemma, on what is the best choice of action. State how knowledge of philosophy could have been relevant in such situation. Refer to the characteristics of philosophy to guide your response.  Post this activity on your LMS discussion forum for grading.

	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Assume you have an audience to address. Record a video of your speech to the audience about how philosophy can be helpful to your life. Use the notes form the TED talks video above for guidance. Personalize it to the extent that it looks like a personal experience of how philosophy has helped you. Upload the video on your E-Portfolio

	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
	Akinpelu, Sikiru & Esq, Adewale & Adewalle, Sikiru. (2019). PHILOSOPHY AND OTHER DISCIPLINES. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/335513828_PHILOSOPHY_AND_OTHER_DISCIPLINES 

From the reading above, state and explain how philosophy is related and relevant to your field of study. Post your response to the journal on our LMS

	ACTIVITY 8
	Design a concept map of the relationship between philosophy and other disciplines. The  map should narrow down to the relationship of philosophy to your area of specialization.

	QUIZZ: 
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	Answer the following questions in the assignment section of LMS.
1. List and define six characteristics of philosophy
2. Which of the characteristics are most applicable to your area of study?
3. State what you feel will be the relevance of philosophy to your area of study
4. State why philosophy is considered as the ‘mother’ of all disciplines.

	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Briefly state your take home idea or content that you have learnt from this module. Post is on your e-portfolio. 
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