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	Programme title
	
COMMON COURSE

	Course title
	PHL 111: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY AND CRITICAL THINKING

	Learning Module number
	#6

	Learning module title
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	Module Developer
	Musi Philip N.

	Module duration in hours
	8 hours

	Instructional Hour Equivalent (Divide duration by 2)
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	Reviewed by
	

	Vision
	The innovative university for inclusive prosperity

	Audience description
	Prepared for learners who have joined the Open University of Kenya to pursue various degree courses. 

	Instructions to learners
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	Greetings and welcome to the sixth module of this course. This module will cover the introductory aspects of critical thinking. You may have come across learning areas that address critical thinking elsewhere. However, this will be approached from a philosophical perspective.

	Module objectives:

	The module we intent to cover:
1. Definition and nature of critical thinking
2. Critical thinking Skills and Attitudes
3. Impediments to Critical Thinking
4. Relevance of critical thinking

	Module learning outcomes:


	By the end of this course, you are expected to be able to:
1. Outline the meaning and nature of critical thinking
2. Illustrate the skills and attitudes of critical thinking
3. Demonstrate the challenges to critical thinking and how to overcome
4. Apply the skills of critical thinking in addressing personal and societal issues

	Planned Learning Resources
	1. Online resources
2. Videos
3. Written case examples
4. Field experience

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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NATURE, SCOPE & RELEVANCE OF CRITICAL THINKING

Critical thinking (CT) plays a powerful role in both a person’s professional life and their personal life. 
Current research has shown evidence of the crucial role of CT and its contribution to the education system. Previous research has indicated that CT, as an essential skill, has been identified in many different disciplines in higher education.
CT has been identified as a core competence graduates needed in an era of globalization. Globalization brings a wide array of perspectives, knowledge, and promote cultural diversity. One needs good skills, attitudes and characteristics of CT to manage well in such an environment. 
No society, local or global, can sustain itself and flourish without its members learning to apply their thinking skills.
Good CT is a process that requires strong cognitive skills as well as positive mindset characteristics.  CT skills such as analysis, evaluation, deduction, induction and numeracy are important. But equally important, to individuals as well as teams, are the characteristics that provide motivation to apply such skills to reach a goal. Individuals can have experience and skills but not choose to use them when making decisions. Problem-solvers and decision-makers must be willing and able to think well.

Characteristics/nature of CT
1. Observation - ability to document details, and to collect data through our senses. Our observations will eventually lead to insight and a deeper understanding of the world.
2. Curiosity – questioning and being interested in the world and people around you is a hallmark of leaders. Instead of taking everything at face value, a curious person will wonder why something is the way it is. Curiosity forces you to keep an open mind and propels you to gain deeper knowledge 
3. Objectivity – focus on facts, and on the scientific evaluation of the information at hand. Objective thinkers strive to keep emotions from affecting their judgment
4. Introspection - being aware of your thinking -- or, thinking about how you think about things. This is important so we’re aware of our own degree of alertness and attentiveness, as well as our biases. It’s our ability to examine our inner-most thoughts, feelings and sensations. Introspection is closely related to self-reflection, which gives you insight into your emotional and mental state.
5. Analytical – to break information down to its component parts and evaluate how well those parts function together and separately. Analysis relies on observation; on gathering and evaluating evidence so you can come to a meaningful conclusion. Analytical thinking begins with objectivity. The ability to analyze information is key when looking at any almost anything, whether it is a contract, report, business model or even a relationship
6. Personal Biases - to identify the evidence that forms your beliefs and assess whether or not those sources are credible. Doing this helps you understand your own biases and question your preconceived notions. It helps in making you aware of how biases intrude on your thinking and recognizing when information may be skewed. When looking at information, ask yourself who the information benefits. Does the source of this information have an agenda? Does the source overlook or leave out information that doesn’t support its claims or beliefs?
7. Inference – to assess the information and draw conclusions based on raw data. Inference is the ability to extrapolate meaning from data and discover potential outcomes when assessing a scenario. N/B Differentiate between inference and assumption.
8. Compassion and Empathy - to have concern for others and to value the welfare of other people. A good critical thinker, we must always take into account the human element. Not everything we do is about detached data and information – it’s also about people.
9. Humility - the willingness to acknowledge one’s shortcomings and see one’s positive attributes in an accurate way. It’s being aware of your flaws, but also your strengths, and this is an important element in critical thinking and being willing to stretch and open your mind. With intellectual humility, you’re open to other people’s viewpoints, recognize when you’re wrong and are willing to challenge your own beliefs when necessary.
10. Open-mindedness - ability to step back from a situation and not become embroiled helps critical thinkers see the broader view. Critical thinkers avoid launching into a frenzied argument or taking sides -- they want to hear all perspectives. Critical thinkers don’t jump to conclusions. They approach a question or situation with an open mind and embrace other opinions and views
11. Recognition of common thinking errors - Critical thinkers don’t allow their logic and reasoning to become clouded by illusions and misconceptions. They are aware of common logical fallacies, which are errors in reasoning that often creep into arguments and debates. They include:
a. Circular reasoning,
b. Cognitive shortcut bias,
c. Confusing correlation with causation.
12. Effective communicators - to coherently build our thoughts and express them. Critical thinking relies on following another person’s thought process and line of reasoning. Consequently, relay his or her ideas in a compelling way and then absorb the responses of others.
13. Active listeners - to engage in active listening and really hear others’ points of view. During a conversation or discussion, they actively try to participate. They ask questions to help them distinguish facts from assumptions.

Critical thinking skills (Bayer (1988)):
1. Distinguish between verifiable facts, claims and values.
 2. Distinguish between information, allegations, and causes related and unrelated to the topic. 
3. Determining the level of accuracy of the narrative or statement. 
4. Determining the reliability of the source of the information. 
5. Knowing the allegations and arguments. 6. Identifying unauthorized assumptions. 7. Detecting prejudice. 
8. Identifying logical fallacies. 
9. Identifying inconsistencies in the course of reasoning or conclusion. 
10.Determining the strength of the proof or claim. 
11.Deciding on the issue and building a sound ground for practical action. 
12.Predicting the consequences of the decision or solution.

Relevance of CT
1. Critical thinking is one of the most important types of thinking that helps the individual to access the correct information and critique it, resulting from the explosion of knowledge and the tremendous research progress. Shiveley and Van Fossen (1999) and Abd al-Aty, (2008) recommended the necessity of training students in critical thinking skills necessary to help them browse the Internet to search for truthful, useful, and valuable information sites. 
2.  The development of critical thinking is an educational necessity to prepare individuals who have the ability to criticize ideas, propose solutions to problems and carefully analyze issues to reach a correct conclusion. 
3. It leads to a deeper understanding of the cognitive content and leads the learner to independence in his/her thinking and free him from dependency. 
4. It encourages a spirit of inquiry, research and non-acceptance of facts without sufficient investigation. 
5. The learner becomes more positive, interactive and participates in the education process. 
6. The learner develops communication skills and research education. 
7. Providing the learner with the thinking tools he/she needs in order to deal with the challenges of the information age. 
8. It helps the learner to use sound rules in issuing judgments, and not to rush to judgment except after verification (Asfour, 1999 and Nassar, 2008)

A video should be provided to support the lecture content.



	
	

	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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	Ramirez, A. (2019). Giving Reasons: An Extremely Short Introduction to Critical Thinking, by David R. Morrow. Teaching Philosophy, 42(1), 78-80.
http://libgen.is/book/index.php?md5=E9DB9A5D3F1E0137F1BEE2913B58CFD6

Read the above material on introduction to CT. Write brief notes on your e-portfolio on what you regard as the definition and nature of CT.

	
	

	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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	1. Outline the various CT skills that are crucial for learners in your area of specialization.
2. Which CT attitude should professionals in your area possess the most. List them in order of priority from most to least crucial.
3. Write a brief on the relevance of critical thinking to your area of focus in your studies.
4. Name and exemplify at least 5 informal fallacies. 
Post the responses to the above questions in the blog on our LMS.

	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	Watch the videos below on the various topics covered in this module.
Attitudes of CT https://youtu.be/huNxuECEzE8 
Skills of CT https://youtu.be/J0yEAE5owWw 
Definition and nature of CT https://youtu.be/pMY4OdBKNtA , 
https://youtu.be/Cum3k-Wglfw?list=PLtKNX4SfKpzX_bhh4LOEWEGy3pkLmFDmk&t=409.
 
Write short notes on the definition, nature and skills of CT. Post them on the LMS journal

	CASE 1:
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	Johnnie is a third year medical student in a leading university in Kenya. He’s due to sit for his end of semester exams on the same day a political party that he identifies with and loves so much has called for nationwide demonstrations against the ruling party. Johnnie is a diehard member of the XYZ political party and cannot fathom missing out on the demos. He also has political ambitions, of becoming the first governor with a background in medical training.  He is now in dilemma: to differ his exams and attend the demos to boost his political hopes and chances, or go sit for the exams for his degree in medicine and miss out on his political activism. 

As a learner in critical thinking skills and attitudes, outline which skills and attitudes you will advise Johnnie to use in making a sound decision. Write your responses in the group discussion on the LMS.

	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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	Wilhite, Z. B. (2021). Learning Critical Thinking Skills Beyond the 21st Century for Multidisciplinary Courses. http://libgen.is/book/index.php?md5=EEC3EB5E1CEFBDF3D7B872C590CCB607
Read Chapter 5 of the book above and write a summary of the relevance of Critical Thinking in advancing social integration in a multicultural society. Post the argument in your blog.

	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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	After reading the material in Activity 5 above, engage on the online group discussion on the relevance of CT to your area of specialization. 
Points will be awarded according to quality and quantity of participation in the discussion.

 

	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	https://youtu.be/m2eINI4WXkc 

Watch the above video on practicing critical thinking skills. What’s the biggest lesson you got from the video? Post your response in the LMS group discussion forum.

	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
	Make a video which displays the practical use of critical thinking skills learnt above. It could be in discussion group, or your analysis of a scenario. Post the video on your blog. 

	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Choose the critical thinking skills that are most crucial in your area of specialization and write a short essay (500 words) of their applicability thereof.


	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
	Luis Fernando Santos Meneses (2021), Thinking critically through controversial issues on digital media: Dispositions and key criteria for content evaluation, Thinking Skills and Creativity, Volume 42, 100927, ISSN 1871-1871
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1871187121001425 
Read the article above and briefly outline the skills that you require when relating to social-media content

	QUIZZ: 
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	Attempt the following quiz by choosing the correct response.

1. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of critical thinking?

a) Objectivity
b) Open-mindedness
c) Humility
d) Acceptance of all viewpoints without question
2. What is the ability to break information down into its component parts and evaluate how well those parts function together and separately?

a) Analytical thinking
b) Personal biases
c) Inference
d) Compassion and empathy
3. What is the ability to assess the information and draw conclusions based on raw data?

a) Observation
b) Curiosity
c) Inference
d) Analytical thinking
4. What is the ability to step back from a situation and not become embroiled, which helps critical thinkers see the broader view?

a) Open-mindedness
b) Recognition of common thinking errors
c) Effective communication
d) Active listening
5. What is the ability to coherently build our thoughts and express them?

a) Effective communication
b) Active listening
c) Observation
d) Curiosity
6. What is the ability to engage in active listening and really hear others' points of view?

a) Open-mindedness
b) Active listening
c) Inference
d) Compassion and empathy
7. Which of the following is NOT a critical thinking skill according to Bayer (1988)?

a) Distinguish between verifiable facts, claims, and values.
b) Distinguish between information, allegations, and causes related and unrelated to the topic.
c) Memorize information
d) Determining the level of accuracy of the narrative or statement.
8. What is the ability to access the correct information and critique it?

a) Relevance of critical thinking
b) Critical thinking
c) Nature of critical thinking
d) Scope of critical thinking
9. What is the ability to propose solutions to problems and carefully analyze issues to reach a correct conclusion?

a) Relevance of critical thinking
b) Critical thinking
c) Nature of critical thinking
d) Scope of critical thinking
10. What is the ability to use sound rules in issuing judgments, and not to rush to judgment except after verification?

a) Relevance of critical thinking
b) Critical thinking
c) Nature of critical thinking
d) Scope of critical thinking

Answers
1. Acceptance of all viewpoints without question
2. Analytical thinking
3. Inference
4. Open-mindedness
5. Effective communication
6. Active listening
7. Memorize information
8. Critical thinking
9. Nature of critical thinking
10. Scope of critical thinking

	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Indicate your take home message from this module on the LMS.
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