

THE OPEN UNIVERSITY OF KENYA

DESIGN PLAN

The Design Plan presented below reflects the CUE suggested Plan but goes beyond that to specify how each outcome will be handled. All modules are based on this Design Plan.
Note: The principle of constructive alignment informs this Design Plan.


	Programme title
	


	Course title
	PSY 111: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN PSYCHOLOGY

	Learning Module number
	5

	Learning module title
	PSYCHOLOGY AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

	Module Developer
	PROF. LUKE ODIEMO

	Module duration in hours
	12

	Instructional Hour Equivalent (Divide duration by 2)
	6

	Reviewed by
	

	Vision
	The innovative university for inclusive prosperity

	Audience description
	The course is for first year students both male and female. 

	Instructions to learners
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	This is an online learning module. This means that most of the course work will be conducted online. Expectations for performance in an online course are the same as for a traditional course; in fact, online courses might be more demanding because they require self-motivation, self-discipline, and technology skills. 
Online courses are not independent study courses. You will be expected to interact online with the instructor and your peers, keep up with all readings, and adhere to the reading and exam schedule. You will have to post your discussions and complete all assessments by the given deadline date. In addition, you will have to adhere to exam time allotment constraints.
As adults, students, and working professionals, they must manage competing time demands. Should a student need additional time to complete an assignment he or she must contact his or her professor before the due date so the situation can be reviewed and a resolution determined. Not all delayed assignment request will be approved.

The module covers cutting edge topics that require critical thinking skills, and therefore the module assignments are designed for you to apply those skills.

The module will be assessed and scored as follows:

1. Participation in online Discussion Forums 10%
2. E-portfolio………………10%
3. Online comprehension questions……10%
4.End of semester examinations………… 70%
TOTAL…………… 100%
Detailed course expectations:
1. Practice “netiquette”: Courtesy and respect are expected at all times. Be polite and respectful in all your postings.
2. A week is designated as Monday through Sunday
3. Weekly Discussion board entries in e-portfolios must be completed by 11:59PM on Sunday night. You will not be able to post discussions after the deadline.
4. Keep up with Course announcements.
5. Keep up with the weekly text and other assigned readings or video assignments.
6. Use good grammar and spelling in all your communication. Text speak is not allowed.
7. Exams and quizzes must be taken within the specific dates and times that are allocated.
8. Do not write in all caps (it makes it seem as though you are shouting).
9. Sign your name to correspondence

	Learning module description
	This module is designed for students of different backgrounds who are interested in discovering the interrelatedness of crime, law and psychology. It provides students with advanced knowledge about the application of psychological approaches and research methods in the processes and practices of the criminal justice system. Discussions focus on issues such as eyewitness testimony, false and recovered memories, identification evidence and the legal process, wrongful convictions and false confessions

	Module objectives:

	The objective of this module is to facilitate learning about:
1. The nature of psychological  processes affecting the quality of evidence in criminal justice system
2. The relationship between criminal justice and psychology
3. Validity and reliability of the evidence presented in courts by witnesses in criminal cases
4.  The basis of controversy surrounding validity of judgements on  criminal of cases in Kenyan criminal justice system

	Module learning outcomes:


	By the end of the module, the learner is expecte to be able to:
1. Describe the nature of psychological processes affecting the quality of evidence in the criminal justice system.  
2. Explain the relationship between psychology and criminal justice
3.  Evaluate the validity and reliability of evidence presented in the criminal justice processes
4. Invent ways to minimize the controversy surrounding validity of judgements on  criminal of cases in Kenyan criminal justice system

	Planned Learning Resources
	1. Watch videos and video clips
2. Visit different web sites
3. Read original surveys, research, and news articles
4. Online Discussion Boards
5. Adobe Connect live chats. Chats will be scheduled once a week. 
6. TRUE/FALSE and Multiple choice quizzes based on text readings.
7. Multiple choice exams based on text chapters. 
8. Quizzes will not be scheduled during the weeks in which the exams are given.
9. Weekly discussion board postings in response to questions I will provide based on text readings, videos or additional articles
10. With very few exceptions, all supplementary material including PowerPoint slides, videos, articles, and link to web sites will be posted on Learning Management System (LMS).

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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	Topic content is fully presented here. The lecture will deal with factual knowledge, expounding on threshold concepts, if any.

A video should be provided to support the lecture content.

FALSE MEMORY AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE: THE CASE OF EYE WITNESS TESTIMONY

One of the areas where psychology has been very instrumental in supporting the criminal justice system is in the valodation of the eye witness testimonies and other similar incidences of false memory.
 
1. Watch the video below on how eye witness testimony can corrupt the course of justice. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O8U8k60TDM4

2. Give a brief account how eye witness testimony is used to abuse the rights of suspects
3. Include your response in your e-portfolio. It will account for 10% of your course work



	
	

	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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	Learners engage in self-directed learning of an article, a book chapter or whatever other material assigned.

1. You can also read the following book chapter in order to deepen your understanding of how false memory can corrupt the course of criminal justice in:

Granhag, P. & Hartwig, M. (2018). Detecting Deception. In G. Davies and A. Beech
(Eds.), Forensic Psychology (pp. 255-282). West Sussex: John Wiley & Sons Ltd

2. After reading the above chapter, you can proceed to Activity 3.

	
	

	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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	Questions are based on the lecture and reading material.
1. In this activity, you will take a multiple choice questions quizz.
2. You must attempt all the questions
3. If you score below 8/10 on initial attempt, repeat the quizz.You repeat the process severally. 
4. Only review the responses after scoring at least 8/10
5. Remember to review your responses before proceeding to the next activity
THE QUIZZ
1.The witness’ age and the time at which the crime occurred are what type of variable?
 A. Direct variables
 B. Stable variables
 C. System variables
 D. Estimator variables
2.Which of the following best describes the memory process?
 A. Once an event has made it to our long-term memory none of the information willbe lost
 B. At the encoding and long-term stages of the memory process, information can bemisremembered but this will not necessarily cause mistakes to be made during the retrieval stage.
 C. At all stages of the memory process details can be altered or forgotten
 D. Once an event is recognized, the individual will be able to accurately recall it
3.Which of the following statements best describes the acceptance hypothesis?
 A. Jacob tell his friends about the robbery he saw earlier but provides them with some wrong details because he cannot remember which memory is the correct one.
 B. Jacob recalls false information following a suggestive line of questioning
 C. Jacob provides the detective with false information because he cannot remember
what actually happened because he was impaired at the time of the crime
 D. Jacob provides the detective with false information because he thinks it will help  the detectives secure a confession
4.While being interviewed about a crime he saw earlier that day, Jonah describes the suspect’s tattoos. The interviewer then asks him about the location of the crime. According to the enhanced cognitive interview, what principle did the interviewer violate?
 A. Cognitive reinstatement
 B. Supportive interviewer behaviour
C. Report everything
 D. Witness compatible questioning
5.While walking to work, Jane witnesses somebody being assaulted. Later in the day, Jane is interviewed by a detective. Which of the following questions is most likely to increase the likelihood of the misinformation effect occurring?
 A. The detective asks Jane “what color jacket was the assailant wearing?”
 B. The detective asks Jane “what was the location of the incident?”
 C. The detective asks Jane “what was the gender of the assailant?”
 D. The detective asks Jane “how far away were you when the incident occurred?
6.Peter witnesses a gang shooting. When interviewed by the detectives he is asked whether a gun they produce matches the one he saw. What type of memory is this?
 A. Short-term memory
 B. Recognition memory
 C. Recall memory
 D. Repetition memory
7. What is the most common research method for studying eyewitness issues?
 A. Laboratory simulation study
 B. Field study
 C. Recall study
 D. Archival resear
8. During his second interview with the police, John, who witnessed a hit and run, provides them with an account of the event that does not match his original statement. He no longer remembers what actually happened. Which misinformation hypothesis is supported by this scenario?
 A. Memory impairment hypothesis
 B. Source misattribution hypothesis
 C. Acceptance hypothesis
 D. Multiple recall hypothesis
9.Juan witnessed a robbery. While interviewing him, the police took a report. Later that week, the police apprehended a potential suspect and asked Juan to come identify him. In order to get an accurate identification, the police used foils who matched Juan’s report. This strategy is referred to as?
 A. Appearance-to-suspect strategy
 B. Foil-and-suspect strategy
 C. Match-to-description strategy
 D. Similarity-to-suspect strate

10.What was the main finding of the Lindsey and Wells (1985) study?
 A. Live lineups led to more foil identifications
 B. Sequential lineups led to more correct rejections
 C. Simultaneous lineups led to more correct identifications
 D. There is no difference between sequential and simultaneous lineups


	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	Learner is required to use factual knowledge acquired to answer question “Why”?
The Case Method, (E-Case or written case) role play or any other visual aid to be used. An E-Case of a situation for the learner to solve possible problems using facts acquired.
Learners will engage in online discussion either live or on forum to answer ‘Why’ questions.

WRONG ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT WHY FALSE MEMORIES OCCUR AMONG EYE WITNESSES.
It can easily be assumed that witnesses deliberately distort their eye witness testimonies in order to convict suspects. On the contrary, there is a genuine scientific expalanation as to why the memory of eye witnesses get distorted.

1. Watch the  videos in the two links below and write a one page response to the question below:


VIDEO 1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQ-96BLaKYQ

VIDEO 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTF7FUAoGWw

2. Why do eye witnesses distort information when asked to recount an event?

3. Your response to this assignment should be included in your portfolio as it will count towards 10% of your course work.


	CASE 1:
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Describe case here.

1. Read the Gary Romana case on how a witness’false memory led to his wrongful conviction   

GARY ROMANA FALSE MEMORY CASE
Gary Ramona was a vice president for worldwide marketing of Robert Mondavi Winery and made an annual salary of $400,000, and was married to Stephanie Ramona. Daughter Holly Ramona, a student at the University of California, Irvine,  had experienced bulimia and depression and sought treatment in the beginning of 1990. From 1989 to 1990 she was treated at Western Medical Centre in Anaheim, Carlifornia . Marche Isabella, a counselor for children, families, and marriages, told Holly and Stephanie that bulimia was usually caused by incest. Isabella stated that sexual abuse affected 60–70% of her patients experiencing eating disorders.  Isabella had not received much training in the eating disorder realm although initial reports stated that this was her specialty. Western Medical chief of psychiatry Richard Rose also treated Holly Ramona. Holly, at this point believing her father raped her, agreed to take sodium amytal  administered by Rose, which was meant to recover memories.
Holly Ramona confronted her father at a March 15, 1990 meeting at Western Medical, in which her mother was also present. She accused Gary of raping her from the time when she was 5 until when she was 8, and that these memories were triggered when her father looked at her in a sexually-charged way during a Christmas 1989 visit to their house. Gary's wife Stephanie divorced him, and he lost his family and job. 
Isabella moved to Virginia and continued her career there, while Rose moved to Hawaii and stopped practicing psychiatry.Holly Ramona entered a master's program in clinical psychology at  Pepperdine University.
Lawsuit
In Napa County Superior Court,Gary Ramona, represented by lawyer Richard Harrington, sued Western Medical, Rose, and Isabella, stating that the parties gave his daughter false memories and that the alleged sexual abuse never occurred. He asked for $8,000,000 for wages he would have earned if he had not lost his job and general damages. Lenore Terr an advocate of recovered memories, served as the chief witness of the defense.
Terr was cross-examined on whether Holly Ramona's flashbacks of abuse were accurate, and she stated that the one in which Holly gave a dog oral sex was not accurate. During the trial, Harrospn Hope,  a Harvard University  physician and expert on bulimia, stated that bulimia was not influenced by one being sexually assaulted as a child.
In 1994 the jury voted 10–2 against the defendants, and awarded Ramona $500,000, with half corresponding to damages faced in the future and the other half for wages not being earned. Stephanie Ramona stated that she continued to believe the therapists and her daughter. Jury foreman Thomas Dudum stated that he disliked how Ramona perceived the verdict as a victory and that the jury intended "to make it clear that we did not believe, as Gary indicates, that these therapists gave Holly a wonder drug and implanted these memories." 
Retrieved from: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramona_false_memory_case
VIDEO 3

2. After reading the story of Gary Romana, watch the video below on False memory then proceed to Activity 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PB2OegI6wvI



	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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	Material to reinforce the Learning Outcome 2

Learner writes blog. Others respond


This activity will involve fieldwork to try and establish whether kenyan criminal lawyers have ever witnessed the phenomenon of false memory in this practice.

1. I would thererfore, like you to seek an appointment two criminal lawyers in your local town. 
2. Find a lawyer who has ever represented a victim of crime in court and got the suspected convited. 
3. Then find a lawyer who once represented a suspect of who got convicted.
4. Interrogate them about details of the eye witness evidence that was used to convict the suspect.
5. Write a two-page brief report  under the following subtitles:

i. What was the case about?
ii. What was the evidence that finally sured a conviction of  the suspect?
iii. What did the victim’s lawyer evaluation regarding the validity of the evidence?
iv. What did the suspect’s lawyer evaluation regarding the validity of the evidence used to secure a conviction?
v. In your own opinion, was this evidence valid?
vi. Present your write-up in your blog.

6. Include all the paperwork of your interview and the subsequent write-up in this activity in your e-portfolio. It will contribute to 10% of your course work


	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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	Activities based on reading Material 5.  

Use chats, discussion forum, question/answer, message my teacher to engage others.

Show how participation will be assessed.

So far, you can see that false memory can be a danger to the dispensation of criminal justice. Having read the case of Gary Romana and watched the subsequent video on False Memory, participate in the following activity:
1. Contact your colleagues online and establish a wiki discussion forum about how we should ensure justice for people accused using evidence reconstructed as false memory . 
2. Justify your arguments using psychological arguments.
3. Your participation to this discussion will contribute 10% to your course work. 
4. Failure to contribute at all will earn you no marks.
5. Anti-social behaviour behavior such as usuing abusive language, disrespet to colleagues and being socially insensitve to gender, religious beliefs, ethnic diversity will reduce your score by half.


	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	Show video which displays practical use of knowledge acquired.

1. Review VIDEO 3 in Activity 4 and in less than 500 words, explain why false memory happens.

2. Include your response in your e-portfolio. It will account for 10% of your course work


	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
	Learner practices the learnt skills. Learner to be given task to demonstrate mastery of the skill.

Now that you have now expalined why false memory occurs, Continue with task in Activity 5 and give an explanantion as to whether the convict in the Kenyan context was rightfully convicted or not.

	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Learner records practiced skill and uploads video on E-Portfolio
OR
Learner engages in original creative /design activity to demonstrate practical application of knowledge. 
Assessment of tasks described.

1. Having completed complitation of the repprt in activity 5 & 7, I would like you to describe the kind of precautions that can be put in place in the criminal justice system to protect convicts from the dangers of false memory.
2. Include your response in your e-portfolio. It will account for 10% of your course work


	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
	Provide reading material which emphasizes reinforcement of topic learnt. How to communicate or share acquired knowledge

Proceed to Activity 8

	ACTIVITY 8
	Learner to engage in communication, collaboration, problem solving, research, leadership activities. Examples, preparation of a poster to communicate new knowledge acquired, written essay, debate, audio recording …etc.

Prepare a poster to highlighting how people develop false memory and social consequences of relying on the victim’s false memory to secure convictions of suspects. 

Share this poster on your blogg and ask colleagues to leave comments for your on the dangers of false memory in the justice system,

This poster should be included in your portforlio. Remember the portfolio accounts for 10% of your course work.


	QUIZZ: 
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	Short questions to put knowledge to the test.
Make it game like
Challenge learners 
Questions of MCQ, T/F, short answer questions etc.

1. In the following quiz, you are required to attempt the flip card quiz before fliping the cards. 
2. Remember that this quiz will contribute to your course work.
3. Flipping the cards before attempting the questions will automatically block you from proceeding further and this will be affect your course work score.
4. You can proceed with the quiz

Create Flip Cards

THE QUIZZ
1. eyewitness testimony can be affected by many psychological factors such as 
Anxiety / Stress,  Recon
structive Memory, Weapon Focus and  Leading Questions. 
2. A witness who is testifying about what she remembers during a robbery in a supermarket is relying on what type of memory?
Recall memory
3. A witness who identifies a suspect on identification parade is using which kind of memory?
Recognition Memory
4. Which one is the most common research method used to study eye witness issues?
Laboratory Simulation study
5. What is another term for misinformation effect?
Post-event information effect


	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Learner to state the take home message from their learning experience.

A false memory is a recollection that seems real in your mind but is fabricated in part or in whole.
An example of a false memory is believing you started the washing machine before you left for work, only to come home and find you didn’t.
Another example of a false memory is believing you were grounded for the first time for not washing dishes when you were 12, but your mom tells you it was because you were disrespectful to her — and it wasn’t the first time.
Most false memories aren’t malicious or even intentionally hurtful. They’re shifts or reconstructions of memory that don’t align with the true events.
However, some false memories can have significant consequences, including in court or legal settings where false memories may convict someone wrongfully.
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