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	Programme title
	
COMMON COURSE

	Course title
	PHL 111: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY AND CRITICAL THINKING

	Learning Module number
	#2

	Learning module title
	Branches of Academic Philosophy

	Module Developer
	Musi Philip N.

	Module duration in hours
	8 hours

	Instructional Hour Equivalent (Divide duration by 2)
	3 hours

	Reviewed by
	

	Vision
	The innovative university for inclusive prosperity

	Audience description
	Prepared for learners who have joined the Open University of Kenya to pursue various degree courses. 

	Instructions to learners
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	Greetings and welcome to this module that will cover the Branches of Academic Philosophy. It is the second module in this course. It is designed to be taken after the module on Definition, Nature and Relevance of Philosophy. 
The module will help you start categorizing your knowledge of academic philosophy. You are thus required to note the difference as well as the connections that exist within the branches that will be discussed. 
You are expected to have an open mind and pay attention to the interaction of the branches with the universe and what goes on therein. In addition, you will also be expected to read, understand (seek clarification where you have difficulty) and attend to all instructions and requirements of a learner, as stated in the module.
Kindly note that all individual and group activities will be assessed and will form part of the summative score at the end of the module.

	Learning module description
	This is a follow-up module of the introduction to Philosophy. In this module, we will discuss the four main branches of academic Philosophy: Metaphysics, Epistemology, Logic and Axiology.

	Module objectives:

	The module intents to discuss:
1. The main branches of philosophy;
2. The sub-branches of the main branches of philosophy;
3. The relationship of the branches of Philosophy; and
4. The relevance of the branches of philosophy to your discipline of study.

	Module learning outcomes:


	By the end of this module, you are expected be able to:
1. Outline the main branches of Philosophy.
2. Discuss the main branches of philosophy and their sub-branches.
3. Demonstrate interaction of the main branches of philosophy with themselves and with other disciplines
4. Apply knowledge of the branches of philosophy to your area of study

	Planned Learning Resources
	1. Online resources
2. Videos
3. Written case examples

	Assessment 
	10% - contribution to the group discussion
10% - e-portfolio assignments
10% - Journal, Wiki & SCORMs
70% - Summative End of Course Assessment

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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	BRANCHES OF PHILOSOPHY
Philosophy is divided into four major branches: Metaphysics, Epistemology, Logic and Axiology. Though differentiated for the sake of analysis, the branches are not mutually exclusive. They interact and for the corpus on what is studied as philosophy. The first two (metaphysics & epistemology) may loosely be referred to as the theoretical branches, while the last two (logic and axiology) are the practical ones. This referencing is not indisputable. 
Let’ now look at each of the branches:
1. Metaphysics: comes from two Greek words: meta (after, beyond) and Phusika (physical, nature). Hence, metaphysics is the study of physical world or natural and the super/supra natural realities. That is, it studies the physical world as perceived by the senses (including perception that is aided by instruments such as microscopes, telescopes…), and non-physical world as perceived by the mind. The non-physical world encompasses realities that the human mind accepts that they exist, but cannot be perceived by the senses, for instance, heaven, hell, soul, ancestors, angels… In psychology, the concept of proprioception (perception of perception) can be likened to metaphysics. 
Metaphysics is said to be the foundation of philosophy because it is the branch that focuses of things/reality as such or in themselves. In metaphysics, all existent things, also known as reality, are referred to as Beings. Metaphysics is thus the study of science of beings, also, study of reality in itself. It is the science of being qua being (being as being). This means that metaphysics goes beyond the physical objects to the unperceived realities. There are, thus types of beings: Logical and ontological.
Logical beings are mental creations, or supra-natural things, which form the meta aspect of metaphysics. While ontological beings are those things that have existence in time and space. The concept of being as the foundation of all knowledge, in philosophy and all other disciplines. 
Branches of metaphysics:
Ontology: study of being and existence, of both physical and mental entities.
Cosmology: Study of the physical universe
Theodicy: study of God and related beings
Rational Psychology: rational study of human beings and their nature 

This conception of being pins down reality, for the mind to be able to know it. Our thoughts and interaction with reality/being, are guided by the first principles of reality: Contradiction, Identity, Excluded middle, Causality, Sufficient reason, Intelligibility, finality, individuation. They are also referred to as the first principles of thinking. These help the mind to focus, clarify and deeply delve in to the comprehension of reality.
Further to the first principles of reality, for the mind to be able to appreciate being from an objective perspective, in metaphysics we have what we call the transcendental properties of being. Transcendental here means going beyond any limitations within being. That the properties apply to all beings without any limits. Transcendental properties of being are: Unity (one), Good, True, Beautiful. All beings, for as long as they’re beings, possess these properties.
Metaphysics is thus the mother or foundation of all sciences. All the sciences study reality from one or more of the properties of being. While doing this, the sciences apply the first principles being. The study of beings generates knowledge. The branch of philosophy that studies knowledge and its aspect is called epistemology.

2. Epistemology: - it’s derived from two Greek words:  episteme – knowledge and logos – reason, order, study. Hence, it is the theory or study of knowledge. Knowledge is awareness of a confirmed fact of reality, also known as TRUTH. This is differentiated from OPINION which is awareness of an unconfirmed claim of or about a fact. Knowledge must be factual, universal, objective and self-evident. These characteristics are similar to what is known as theory in the sciences. Knowledge must reveal the truth of ‘reality’ through postulation of theories. 
How knowledge is acquired? Knowledge is either sensual or analytical. Sensual knowledge is acquired through the five senses. It’s called empirical knowledge. This type of knowledge is called posteriori – after experience. Scholars who insists that knowledge is acquired solely or majorly through the senses are referred to as empiricists and their philosophy referred to as Empiricism. However, there is another group of scholars who insist that true knowledge that that which proceeds from rational analysis. This type of knowledge is called a priori – (before experience). Such scholars are known as rationalists and their school of thought is called Rationalism. There is a debate as to which position holds more weight or truth about the acquisition of knowledge. However, at this level we will not delve into that. It is important, though, to mention that there is another school of thought that acknowledged both (senses and reason) as sources of knowledge, albeit at different levels. They form the school of thought called idealism.
Nature of knowledge: knowledge ca either Relativistic/subjectivist or Universalistic/objectivistic. Relativistic aka subjective knowledge is one that is applicable for a particular person, group of people (professionals, community, class members) or discipline or group of disciplines (medicine, data science, economics, natural sciences ...). Universalistic aka objective knowledge are facts that are open to all, without any limitations. They are readily acceptable as self-evident facts and the rational mind ascents to them without doubt. This is what may be referred to as truth. 
Truth is what the case is. Truth is what is. It is the fact. To ascertain that a claim is true, there are theories of truth: Correspondence, Coherence, pragmatic. These help us countercheck the veracity of a claim of fact. For one to be able to confirm facts claims using the above theories, one needs the skills of logic. To be systematic, consistent, attentive to detail and precise. This attitude and skill is studied in the branch of philosophy called logic. 
· 
3. Logic: from the Greek word logos which means study. Logic is the art and science of correct reasoning (thinking). Art because it’s a skill and science because it’s systematic, methodic and universal. Logic is the life-line of philosophy and all disciplines in academics. This is because it instills discipline of thought process. This attitude and skill of discipline thinking is what drives all academic as well as other forms of human endeavor. Logic helps in training the mind to pursue a thought process to its rational conclusion. There are three acts of the mind: Simple apprehension, Judgement & Reasoning
Simple apprehension is the recognition of an object of knowledge. Judgement is the categorization and affirmation of the object of knowledge. While reasoning is evaluation and analysis of the categories that have come into the mind through simple apprehension. It’s from this that knowledge is constructed. 
Forms of reasoning: reasoning is the process drawing a conclusion, new knowledge, from related truth claims. This can either be Deductive and Inductive. Deductive reasoning is a process of drawing particular conclusions from generalized assertions (truth claims). The conclusion arrived at is certain for as long as the truth claims were factual. Inductive reasoning is arriving at generalizable conclusions from particular truth claims, instances or observations. The conclusions thereof are probable. Disciplines that use experimentation method to gain knowledge follow this method of reasoning and arriving at conclusions. Reasoning is technically a process of argumentation. 
An Argument is a group of statements, one of which is a conclusion claimed from the relation of the other statements (premises). The body of knowledge, in all disciplines, is largely build through the process of argumentation. For argumentation to be fruitful and meaningful, terms and phrases have to clearly defined and unanimously understood. 
Definition is the clarification of terms, phrases and expressions in an argument so that ambiguities and vague references are eliminated. This is crucial for logic, and all other disciplines. It’s an essential tool for our day-to-day ordinary conversations. There are rules that guide definitions.
Rules of definition:
1. A definition should state the most essential properties of the term being defined.
2. The definition must neither be too broad nor too narrow. 
3. A definition should not be circular or tautologous.
4. A definition should be expressed in clear and neutral language (eliminate ambiguity and vagueness in a term).
5. A definition should, if possible, be expressed in the affirmative form rather than negatively.

Types of Logic: 
Traditional Aristotelian logic: based on categorical syllogistic reasoning. Following the logic of Aristotle, one of the ancient philosophers.
Modern symbolic logic: propositional or modal logic, follows the mathematical model.

Logical thinking is a skill that is essential in all disciplines of the academia. It’s a practical skill that needs to be internalized through frequent practice. Since logical thinking helps us to organize knowledge, it’s paramount to look at the value of such knowledge. In philosophy, the branch that addresses values is called axiology.

1. Axiology is Value theory, that is, preferences made on the basis of what we consider ‘good’ in various fields of life. These values are either subjective (personal) or objective (impersonal), changing or constant. 
In philosophy, Values are categorised either as either social-political, moral/ethical or aesthetic values. These result into the sub-branches of axiology discussed below:
a) Aesthetics (perceptive) – from aisthetikos, - "esthetic, sensitive, sentient", which in turn was derived from aisthanomai, meaning "I perceive, feel, sense"; study of art and experience of beauty. Aesthetics addresses itself to the questions of What’s beauty? What’s Art? What’s the criteria for beauty & art? What’s the significance of beauty & art in human life?
There are Subjective (personal) and objective(disinterestedness) theories of aesthetics. Subjective theories are those that support the position that beauty lies in the eyes of the beholder. While objective theories are those that support the position that judgement of beauty has a standard and is not dependent on the individual perceiver.
Standards of beauty (Thomistic criteria for beauty): 
1. Actuality – that which is beautiful must have actual existence
2. Radiance(chromatics) – balance in colour/light, 
3. Proportionality/symmetry – balance in size/shape, 
4. Motion/dynamics – balance in movement
Environmental aesthetics – appreciating the sublime in nature. Need for aesthetic attitude to have aesthetic experience. Environmental conservation/management. 
Manufacturing, advertising, construction and other related industries use aesthetic theories in their fields so much. At a personal level, how we dress, our preferences, the things and people we associate with is greatly determined by our aesthetic attitude. 
2. Ethics (behavioural) –  sometimes used interchangeably with morality. Ethics refers to those characteristics belonging to human beings as a rational being, endowed with intellect and will. More simply put: Ethics is the rules or standards for deciding correct conduct.
Terminologies: right, wrong, good, bad, acceptable, expected, duty, obligation, end (look up this terms from the dictionary)
Types of ethics: Descriptive, Normative, Meta-ethics
Sources of ethics: Intuition, Conscience, Customs & Traditions, and Reason.
Ethical theories: 
1. Teleological theories – consequences determine rightness/wrongness of human acts (hedonism, egoism, utilitarianism among others)
2. Deontological theories – Obligation or duty determine right behaviour. Also following of rules/regulations/law as measure of good acts. They include Divine Command theory, Kantian Categorical Imperative, Secular Law theory among others
3. Motivist – a.k.a. Virtue ethics, a.k.a. Character ethics – focuses on the actor and their intentions. 
4. Pragmatic theory – what’s right is that which is beneficial/ has ‘cash value’.

3. Social & Political Philosophy (social organization) Concerned with the value of social organization.  Focuses on the ideal ways of organizing society (social groups) to provide an enabling environment for human flourishing.
This branch of axiology presents human nature and best models of social organization that optimise this nature. It discusses best forms of political organization (governments), essential qualities for good leadership and citizenship.
Examples of political philosophers, whose contributions have shaped how societies have been organized to date include but not limited to: Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, JS Mill, J. Dewey.


A video should be provided to support the lecture content.



	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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	Watch these short YouTube videos on the nature and branches of philosophy to supplement the above reading. These videos give an origin of philosophy and its branches.
https://youtu.be/1A_CAkYt3GY – this video covers the definition, nature, relevance and branches of philosophy. 
https://youtu.be/aR-QETBbnB0  - the link leads you to video that has a deeper understanding of philosophy and its branches.

Make notes, on not more than one page, about the branches of philosophy and post them on the LMS journal.

	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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	To recap your experience with the module, you’re requested to respond to the short questions below.
1. List the four main branches of philosophy? 
2. Enumerate the main features of each branch of Philosophy?
3. Describe two relevancies of each branch of philosophy.
4. Specify the sub-branches in each of the branches of philosophy.
Post your responses to the above questions in your wiki

	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	 
Record and embed a link to a video by the facilitator explaining the branches of philosophy and their sub-branches. The explanation should also capture clearly their interrelatedness. 


	CASE 1:
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https://www.pinterest.com/pin/312789136593568957/
Study the chart above and point out the aspects that are related in the branches. Post your response to the group chat room on the LMS. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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	Grimes, A. (2021). Fundamentals of Philosophy. United States: CLANRYE International. 

The OUK library to source for the link online

	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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	Read the material in Activity 5 above and make brief notes on the following in the LMS blog:
a) Indicate how each of the branches of philosophy relate to your discipline?
b) Differentiate epistemology and logic.
c) Point out how metaphysics to axiology relate.

This activity will be part of the formative assessment that will be rated out of 50% of the whole course.

 

	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	Watch a video on the relationship and relevance of the branches of Philosophy to your discipline. After watching, attend to Activity 7 below.

Video links for the relationship between branches of philosophy and the various disciplines to be given based on the learners’ discipline. 

	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
	After watching the video in Learning Outcome 3 above, draw a simple concept map of this relationship. Post your map in the e-portfolio for grading.  

	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Discuss your concept map on the relationship of the branches of philosophy to your discipline on the group discussion forum. The group will assess and rate the map under the guidance of the facilitator.

	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
	Kleinman, P. (2013). Philosophy 101: From Plato and Socrates to ethics and metaphysics, an essential primer on the history of thought. Simon and Schuster.
https://www.google.co.ke/books/edition/Philosophy_101/fG_rDQAAQBAJ?hl=en 
From the reading above, write brief notes, of not more than one page, on the relationship between branches of philosophy and four academic disciplines. Post your response to the journal on our LMS

	QUIZZ: 
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	Answer the following questions in the assignment section of LMS.
1. List and define six sub-branches of philosophy
2. Which of the branches and sub-branches are most applicable to your area of study? List them.

	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Briefly state your take home idea or content that you have learnt from this module. Post is on your e-portfolio. 

	Reference list
	Kleinman, P. (2013). Philosophy 101: From Plato and Socrates to ethics and metaphysics, an essential primer on the history of thought. Simon and Schuster.
https://www.google.co.ke/books/edition/Philosophy_101/fG_rDQAAQBAJ?hl=en

Kaye, S. (2021). The Philosophy Book for Beginners: A Brief Introduction to Great Thinkers and Big Ideas. https://philpapers.org/rec/KAYTPB 

SMITH, Nathan (2022), Introduction to Philosophy, Houston Community College, Houston. https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-philosophy?Book%20details 

Cottingham, J. G. (Ed.). (2021). Western philosophy: An anthology. John Wiley & Sons. https://www.google.co.ke/search?tbm=bks&hl=en&q=Western+philosophy%3A+An+anthology 

Grimes, A. (2021). Fundamentals of Philosophy. United States: CLANRYE International. 
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