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	Programme title
	
COMMON COURSE

	Course title
	PHL 111: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY AND CRITICAL THINKING

	Learning Module number
	#5

	Learning module title
	African Philosophy

	Module Developer
	Musi Philip N.

	Module duration in hours
	8 hours

	Instructional Hour Equivalent (Divide duration by 2)
	3 hours

	Reviewed by
	

	Vision
	The innovative university for inclusive prosperity

	Audience description
	Prepared for learners who have joined the Open University of Kenya to pursue various degree courses. 

	Instructions to learners
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	Hello and welcome to this module on African Philosophy. It is the fifth module in this course. It is designed to be taken after the introductory modules of Philosophy. 
The module will help you have an idea of the nature and existence of African philosophy.
You are expected to have an open mind and pay attention to the interaction of the branches with the universe and what goes on therein. In addition, you will also be expected to read, understand (seek clarification where you have difficulty) and attend to all instructions and requirements of a learner, as stated in the module.
Kindly note that all individual and group activities will be assessed and will form part of the summative score at the end of the module.

	Learning module description
	This is an introduction module of the African Philosophy. In this module, we will discuss the nature of African Philosophy, the trends in African Philosophy; contemporary issues in African Philosophy.

	Module objectives:

	The module intents to discuss:
1. The nature of African philosophy;
2. Trends of African philosophy;
3. Contemporary issues in African Philosophy; and
4. The relevance of African Philosophy to your discipline of study.

	Module learning outcomes:


	By the end of this module, you are expected be able to:
1. Describe the nature and content of African philosophy;
2. Summarize the trends of African philosophy;
3. Analyze the contemporary issues in African Philosophy; and
4. Adapt the importance of African Philosophy to your discipline of study

	Planned Learning Resources
	1. Online resources
2. Videos
3. Written case examples

	Assessment 
	10% - contribution to the group discussion
10% - e-portfolio assignments
10% - Journal, Wiki & SCORMs
70% - Summative End of Course Assessment

	ACTIVITY 1: INTRODUCTION
VIDEO 1: Pre-recorded lecture on topic emphasizing LEARNING OUTCOME 1:
 Factual knowledge.
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	AFRICAN PHILOSOPHY
The first thing we need to do is define terms. This will help us have meaningful discussions on this topic.  
Who’s an African? What are the defining elements of an African? Can one claim ‘Africanity’ without those factors? (Group discussion of the LMS). Here post what in your opinion is the appropriate response to these questions.
The discussion may use parameters such as: geographical location, skin pigmentation, historical and cultural background, inclination of thought and attitude. 
The other focus after definition of terms, is whether African hass made any contribution to the philosophical enterprise:
Has Africa(n) featured in the philosophy enterprise?
· Ancient Egypt (1300 BCE) – majority of the Ancient Greek Philosophers (Ancient Philosophy) trained in philosophy in Egypt – Thales, Socrates, Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle.
· Medieval Philosophy (Islamic & Christian) – notable contributions were made by African scholars to the medieval philosophy – Shaped Christian and Islamic theology, protected the church from heresies St. Augustine, Tertullian, Cyprian (North Africa)
· Indigenous (sub-Saharan) Cultures – folklore – undocumented philosophy? (before colonial & missionary period in Africa)
· Modern era – professional philosophers – Oruka, Ochieng, Masolo, Gyegye, Senghor, Wiredu, Nyerere, Nkrummah, Hountounji …

Is there African Philosophy?
Initially, Philosophy was denied of Africans:
Western anthropologists, philosophers, historians and missionaries claimed that most Africans are intellectually inferior to white races and cannot engage in logical and abstract thinking, and thus the West denied Africa’s contribution to the discipline of philosophy (Onyewuenyi)
Africa “has been duped, betrayed and deprived of his philosophical birthright” (Onyewuenyi). Examples of denial of Philosophy to Africa:
1. Hegel – Excluded Sub-Saharan Africa from his analysis of Philosophy of History (1975) – claiming that Africans were incapable of rationality, easily accommodated contradictions; that they have no History, Culture or Religion, hence Philosophy cannot be predicate to them. This was explainable, according to Hegel, by the harsh climatic conditions and presence of ‘funny’ diseases (Trypanosomiasis, malaria, Typhoid, and other tropical diseases…)
2. Levy Bruhl (1947) – in his book Primitive Mentality, Africans are depicted as pre-logical, two-thirds humans! They do not have the full human capacities and faculties. 
3. Westermann (1934) – Africans have only two basic needs – food & sex – once granted, they hardly think/reason!!! The African mind cannot be analytical, not capable of abstract activity. 
**What do you think of these allegations? (think of examples from political and ‘religious’ behavior in your neighbourhood that depict unreasonableness, primitive thought, yet they don’t mind)

AFFIRMATION of AP
The affirmation of African Philosophy demanded the awakening of the African mindset to the responsibility to enlighten, through intellectual articulation, on the realities that constitute its philosophy. Below are the intellectual discussions about the existence and content of African Philosophy by some African scholars. 
· 
1. Odera Oruka – Four Trends of African Philosophy
He is famously known for categorizing African Philosophy into Four Trends
a) Ethno-philosophy – folk wisdom
b) Philosophical Sagacity (Sage Philosophy)
c) Nationalist-Ideological Philosophy – socio-political thoughts advanced or associated mostly by the freedom fighters and African states founding fathers
d) Professional/Academic Philosophy – thoughts by scholars trained in Western Philosophy and categories and applying them in the advancement of African philosophy

2. Placid Temples – (Bantu Philosophy) 
He’s a Belgian Missionary and Anthropologist, who worked and did his research in the Congo. He made a comparison between Western philosophy and what he thought was representative of the African one:
	WESTERN TRADITION:
	BANTU PHILOSOPHY

	Primacy of beings
	Primacy of forces

	Rational, discursive thought 
	Direct intuition


 He was also disturbed at the “amphibic’ nature of the evolues when it came to faith. That the converts will appear very pious and committed to Christianity on Sunday or other days when they are in church. But when faced with challenges, African did not hastate to turn to traditionally known solutions, even after declaring that Jesus is the answer!
3. Leopold S. Senghor:
He was a Senegalese poet, politician and cultural theorist who was the first president of Senegal (1960–80). He is one of the most celebrated African ideologist and he made his contribution to African Philosophy. Senghor is best known for his philosophy called Negritude (a movement started as a revolution against French colonialism). He started by making a comparison between Western tradition and Negritude as seen in the table below:
	WESTERN TRADITION
	“NEGRITUDE”:

	Thinking 
	Feeling 

	Knowing by distancing 
	Knowing by embracing 

	Analysis, dissection 
	Sympathy 

	Visual
	Tactile



4. John S. Mbiti 
Prof. J.S. Mbiti, a Kenyan Philosopher, is famously known for his adage, ‘I’m because we’re, and since ‘we’re, therefore I’m’ – Communality – as the explanation of the African worldview and philosophy. This is articulated in his boo African Philosophy and Religion.
He claimed that for the “African” (Bantu), “…time is a two-dimensional phenomenon, with a long past, a present, and virtually no future.”
Time is also Phenomenal (based on events – sunrise, sunset, cock crowing, arrival…) and not measurable in terms of hours, minutes seconds…)

5. Kwasi Wiredu 
He is a Ghanaian philosopher, well known for his push for intellectual and conceptual decolonization of the African mind. He thought that:
1. Existence is inherently locative – place is significant (ref. burials places in most African communities)
2. No mind-body dualism – human being is a one person
3. Creator exists somewhere – mountains, forests, shrines, animals, (animism?)
4. Creator subject to natural laws – Defined by natural order/sequence of things
5. No such thing as supernatural (miracles) – There’s always a reason/explanation for everything

African philosophy is metaphysical, but we cannot completely separate metaphysics from other philosophical disciplines: epistemology, logic and Axiology.
Before colonialism, Africans, as every other people with common identity and culture, had their peculiar way of philosophizing and confronting life issues. However, with the dawn of western expansionism, western oriented modes of behaviour and philosophy became objectified and universalized. Any form of knowledge that did not conform to the western model was deemed irrational and unworthy of scholarship. 
Even after the ostensible decolonization of the continent, education in Africa remains western oriented. Outsiders, as well as some Africans, dismiss African-oriented philosophy as being unscientific and delusory. 
However, there are tremendous strides that have been made by African scholars in Philosophy and even non-Africans who have researched and published on African Philosophy. 
Trends in African Philosophy by Prof. Odera Oruka set the pace and since then numerous additions have been done, generally to African Philosophy, but also specifically to the various branches of philosophy from an African perspective: African Ethics, African Epistemology, African Logic, African Aesthetics…
RELEVANCE OF AP
1. Springboard of contextual innovations and creativity
2. Meaningful ethical guidance to technological and scientific advancements that resonate with the Africans 
3. Preservation and continuous reshaping of worldview – which in turn informs thoughts and actions
4. Brings out African uniqueness in thought and practice 
5. Guides social, political and economic discourses within the continent
6. Creates a critical attitude in the minds of African about their realities.
7. Guiding principles to good leadership and governance in Africa
There are much more benefits of African philosophy and this conversation can be carried beyond this module. 

A video should be provided to support the lecture content.



	ACTIVITY 2: READING
READING MATERIAL 1
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	Chimakonam Jonathan, ‎ Etieyibo Edwin (2018). Ka Osi So Onye: African Philosophy in the Postmodern Era. United Kingdom: Vernon Art and Science Incorporated. Pg. 1-20

Etieyibo Edwin E. (2018). Method, Substance, and the Future of African Philosophy. Germany: Springer International Publishing. Pg. 13-34, 71-90

Make notes, of not more than two pages, about the content of African philosophy and post them on the LMS journal.

	ACTIVITY 3:  Comprehension questions:
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	To recap your experience with the module, you’re requested to respond to the short questions below:
1. List the four trend of African philosophy according to O. Oruka? 
2. Enumerate scholars who denied Africans of philosophical activity
3. Compare the ideas of two scholars of African philosophy.
4. Specify the relevancies of African Philosophy to society.
Post your responses to the above questions in the Wiki

	LEARNING OUTCOME 2: Conceptual knowledge


ACTIVITY 4: Video to be used.

	 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xb65gxIf1ik – Introduction to African Philosophy
Record and embed a link to a video by the facilitator explaining the debate and trends of African philosophy. The explanation should set the pace for debate on African Philosophy. 
Watch the two videos to reinforce the conceptualization of African Philosophy.

	CASE 1:
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	Trends in African Philosophy - http://whatisafricanphilosophy.blogspot.com/2015/05/trends-in-african-philosophy.html 
Read the above excerpt and write out the summary of the Trends of African Philosophy according Henry Odera Oruka. Post your response to the group chat room on the LMS. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk131239802]ACTIVITY 5: READING MATERIAL 
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	Etieyibo Edwin E. (2018). Method, Substance, and the Future of African Philosophy. Germany: Springer International Publishing. Pg. 53-70

Chimakonam Jonathan, ‎ Etieyibo Edwin (2018). Ka Osi So Onye: African Philosophy in the Postmodern Era. United Kingdom: Vernon Art and Science Incorporated. Pg. 1-20

On History of African Philosophy

The OUK library to source for the books’ links online

	ACTIVITY 6: ONLINE DISCUSSION
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	Read the material in Activity 5 above and make brief notes on the following in the LMS blog:
a) The early history of African Philosophy.
b) The contribution of Africa to Western and Islamic Philosophy.
c) The contemporary focus of African Philosophy.

This activity will be part of the formative assessment that will be rated out of 30% of the whole course.
 

	 LEARNING OUTCOME 3: PRACTICAL SKILLS
VIDEO 3: 
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	https://newafricanmagazine.com/3579/ Importance of African Philosophy.

Identify 2 of each of the African sayings, proverbs, riddles, folk tales among other oral literary genre and point at how significant they are in our contemporary society.

	
ACTIVITY 7: Learner practice sessions
	After the reading article in Learning Outcome 3 above, draw a list of at least ten (10) each of the African Sayings, Riddles, And Proverbs with their meanings. Post your lists in the e-portfolio for grading.  

	ASSESSMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILL:

	Narrate the application of any African philosophical thinking and how it can be used to address any of the contemporary challenges in your society. Record the narrative and post it in the LMS Wiki.

	LEARNING OUTCOME 4: KEY/TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
	Chimakonam Jonathan O., ‎Edwin Etieyibo, ‎Ike Odimegwu (2021). Essays on Contemporary Issues in African Philosophy. Switzerland: Springer International Publishing. Pg. 333-347 
From the reading above, write brief notes, the current and future status of African Philosophy. Post your response to the journal on our LMS

	QUIZZ: 
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	Answer the following questions in the assignment section of LMS.
1. List six philosophers of non-African descent who contributed to African Philosophy
2. Enumerate the methods used in African Philosophy

	TAKE HOME MESSAGE
	Briefly state your take home idea or content that you have learnt from this module. Post is on your e-portfolio. 

	Reference list
	Lajul, W. (2013). African Philosophy: Critical Dimensions. Uganda: Fountain Publishers.
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